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I- Fo 


FT IR, 
VEST The naturalre- 
ſpet, that an 
obſeruat ſonne 


me to meditate on ſome thing 
that may a elerne your pert ſall, 
andanſwere part of your expes 
fation:hauins therefore taſted 
the frurtes of many mens inVes 
Hons, I could not finde any (ort 
fo holeſome for a man of your 


A 2 yeares, 
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yeares , ny pleaſing to mime | + 


ovvne reliſh as this enſuing - , 
treatiſe of that worthy Gentk , 
2148 and admirable divine Pe. 
ter Du Moulin , wwhoby his, 
fongue,and pen doth daily win bis; 
many ſouls to God which other. fore 
wiſe wouldby the ſubtill deluſp",,, 
97 of Sathan,and the perſuaſine ,,, F 
diſcourſes of vuicked Maſſes þ,,.. 
prieſts, and ſin-plotting leſuits ſhaft 
run hexdlong to their owne de-',,,, 
firution . 1know your expence yjſ; 
zn my breeding may iuſtlie re- for 
quire as great 4 worke as this py o 
emmediatly frs my ſeife , which {1;, 
Tſhoulde bee as willing toper-"1,, 
forme,as you to command, were thi, 
t not that I looke backe into fect, 
#his age as ful of envious detra- atty 
HUGS C7 Hale cenſmres , as woide Blin 


of 


Dedicatorie. 
—_ of all true indg2ment, and Vera 
ans tue. Moreover this matter be« 
me :; 'g 1 A/utne morality,or rather | 
P G6 a morall dininity would? ſeeme 


J M too gran? for my youth ,and too 


. 


Wn hizh for my knowl:aze. where- 


her- fore Tam the rather deſir ous to 
luſt make wſe of this Tranſlatis, be- 
4ſ7Me cauſe it willſerue not only as 4 
aſſe * buckler a GAN tho ſe eriticall 
utls ſhafts which ſome muſty quiner 
ear might ſend out againſt me, but 
ence alſo as a comfort & reſftoratine 
e Vt for your azclining AT. I haue 
this pre(n ned to dedicate it to your 
hich fatherl y £222 [ure » 4s being yet 
per- unable to apprehend any other 
were thing that may eithzr add per- 
into fetion to it [elfe,or def. erveadlie 
tra attract any favor fro york; hums 
04de bling craving that the errours 
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8f this Tranſlation may not any 
way impeach your good op1710, A 
but as you haue formerly , | 
' now eever after you will bini 
he me ior eft 


Your moſt obſervant and 
xeſpeciue ſonne 


R. S bu 


THE 


\inz AVTHORS EPISTLE 
y, { Dedicatoryto the La- 
{bini dy ANN of Kohan, 
Siſter to the Duke 
of Roban, 


p29e: $68 AvDan, 
bl | This book which 
"$1: warreth a gammfſf 
PC SA WI the vanitie of 
| OLE SY humane life, is 
_w aeſernedlie due 
wnto your Ladylhip, who hath 
truly vanquiſhed it in your 
ſelfe.l encounter it with words, 
# 'but yOu OHCY COMME It by actions. 
And ations doe (o far ſurpaſſe 
words,as health excelleth a mes 
Giciue and as victory is more 
nwrabh then a combat. Tout 
name only in the beginning of 
A z my 


The Authors 


my booke ſhall [erue for 4 dock. 
anent:for if this little worke be 
a true portraiture of vices your 

' » fe isa perfect patterne of of- 
poſite vertues. Alſo I doe inge- 
niouſly confe(ſe to haue receiuet 
from your perfeitions much aid 
toward 'the perfefting of thii 
/ mall inuention. For to arawt 
out th: Image ofguices I am t1 
__— the contrary of that 
which 1 do both [ee and admire 
7n yousto hin? the ſacred word 
of Go4often in your han1, but 
mnore often in your mouth:to bt 
aaly in prayer; to haus Modeſ- 
ty without Art :to hane your 


your eare deaxfe towice: In vt 
derſlanling abou? your ſex ,to 
buue humility belay your con- 

aition 


at, 
&Ol 
wh. 
tak 
T1 

ar 
mM! 
4 /) - 
Ws, 


_ Ole 


m4 
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hind 9p-n to the affl;ted,and of t 
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a0cke dition : to haue a farm? an fret 
Reb ecke without any l cruple, from 
your which chriſta prudency hath 
of op taken away al aff: c#:4 auſterity. * 
gee Ty:ſeare vertu?s that each a- 
£14k part is [uffictent to attraft ad- 
h aid miration , motwith!t ANG 
| this t2y all conctr in you. They are 
awe vertuss that the greatne(ſe of 
m 1 your houſe doth render more re- 
that markable, and th? corruption 
Tt of our 48% moreadmirable. An 
word 170 inwhich vices are MACS, 
but 1nd wherein deboſching hu- 
fo be mors,anAprophane vanity are 
oatſ- paſſed into natur? ,an1 turned 
/ our pnto complexion. In the maſt 
and of i thele corruptions , you ſhine 
on as aburning candle in an ob- 
x ,00 ſcure night. I am well aſſured 
cor” that your modeſty permitteth 
As C.. 


tion 
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wot this dil cour|, ezbut the pub. 
like profit requireth it. To the 
erd that each may knowe what 
© eſtimation we hane of vertue, 
To the endalſo that thoſe vices 
which ſpread them{elnes, Fn 1h 
crea(e amongſt vs,may be repel. 
led by your good Example, and 
that your vertues ſeruing as 
accufations may bea meanes to 
mnciteus to 0094. It is our glory 
that that ſacred [:ed which wee 
hane (cattered abroad, hath fal. 
len into (o fertill a land where 
it hath brouzht forth ſo rare 
fruit eſpecially amons t vs,xho 
baue ſo many examples exſtant, 
that doe demonſtrat the diffe- 
rence betrweene true piety , and 
that ſuperſtitions Aercotio,which 
enaeuonreth to obtaine the fa: 
= Honr 


, pub. 


"0 the 
what 
VEHC, 
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repel: 
and 
T 4s 
'eSH 
Flory 


1 wee 


(elfe toaſe + number of- rerteras 


tute of tho(e ornamets that are 
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#927 of Goaby a ſeeming pen- 
fue ation, which limite th it 
ted pra ers, and hath re duced : 
reli7:9n to the fingers ends. 
Hauing then h 14 cnagans 
(o many re eaſons to dedicate this 
WY/F!2T 7 Unto your L 1dyſhip. 
Th:s 012 being ſuf) rceznt, that 1 
had noner vadertaltn it but by 
your command. For I am deſtt- 


required in this aiſtaſtfullage:1 

han' not any great words , wor 

thol(e ou ee Wis 1rm?s that 0n- 

ly ft jyol: ' humors : I ſp-ake 

nt of the Barriqu des of qree- The fooles 

dy deftre,nor of the Eſcalades of = Fas 
wertnes. Icall not Jelus Chriſt ton in his 


tho i D1ul hin of heauen, n91thep ſermons 
before the 


doe Icompoſe Orations vp3 the x, of Frice 
F414 


The Anthors 
Fane and N olega y,it fl ufficeth a(t 


me to write French ny intenti= t01 

on being only to be und-xſtoo, cau 

 *andin deciphering of wices to feel 

| plant 712 your [pirit the cont opt 17 

of the world.and the loue ofGod, han 

In mean? tearmes I intend to it 1 

a:ſcour/ e of hizh matters, and con 

with a coale to. delineat out the mu 

truth. The defect that is in it you 

ought to be imputed in part to. # 

ny aulnes,in part to my condi- # he 

t !0n, which is much bued and foC 

aiſturbed. 7720, 

1t is bard [for amanto meds hat 

tat amone ſt the blowes of Har- au 

quebuſches , 47d to mount his 9th 

ſp:rit very high, when a thay. 4% 
| ſand oppoſed thin os doe tend 
| downward andbreak his flight. 
But the ſelfe ſame ing enious 


apoſt 
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Sceth, d ſpat 101, which (olicited you 
enti« to incite me towrite , thall alſo 
tood; cauſe yout F. » ſupport the 172Per- 
es t fec 40s of t. Becauſe ot thinks 
opt ing in the bee*nn'ne' it ſhould 
God, has we. fed, for th of ny ho: #{e) 
24 to' it is rot be well adorned is I 
and could wiſh. But ſe emmg that it 
t the muſl now trauerſe abroad by 
in it your commanadem-nt,my aeſire 
rt to. # that it maybereceined 25 ffo 
di. the hind of him, which prayeth 
and to Gedfor the proſperity of your 
moſt Noble family , which God 
&dj. hath hanaured with his holy and 
Jar. dure allianc?,cy who hath noe 
t his #ther ambition th? to obey you, 
hou. 4nd remaine all his life 


end Your L.adyſh'ps moſt humble 
ght * and obcedicurſervant, 


ZOus 
oſt PxTzh daMovyLine 


Meditations von the vanity 
and miſery of nunane life, 


F249) £15 1mporty- 
A 31837 diverhitie 
of worldly : at- 
f1ire5 » d& Mtn c CUE 
OUT t1;3C 1NtO 2 
hidred thouſand pieces.And 
every affaire doth rake fro vs 
one part of our lite, leauing 
vsno time, but that which 
wee gaine by theft ; ſubſtra- 
ing ſome howers fort LO CK 
amine our ſelues in ſecret , & 
to entertaine our mind with 
religious tnoughts, Theſe: ſo 
licary meditations have ſift 
cient in them to ci np! Oy Our 
wits . For tic firſt ſnbiet, 
which dot! 1preſcar atit [ ite to 
Our pervlall, is a co: 


IT 


2 The van'ty 


of th? vanity,and miſery of hy 
mane life ; nor for tomolel 
vs any way,while wee are i 
itz but to prepare our ſelue 
to depart wel out of it . No 
man can aſpire as he ough 
ro the {uture life, which dot} 
not contemne this preſent 
Neither: can any man con 
remne this preſent , whit 
doth not wel know 1t. Ant 
the way to truely know it, i 
to remoue it farre from vs, 
ro withdraw it fro our heart, 
and to baniſh it from our at 
fction , For worldly good; 
beingneere at hand do both 
dazell the minde,and diſtrad 
the indgement. 

Butlervs firſt enquire,be- 
fore wee proceede, of ſome 
one 


on 
Wa 


y of y one that hath paſſed this 
nole{ way. King Salomon in the be- 
are i ginning of Eccleſiaſtes , cn- 
ſelue tring into that meditation, 
. Ni doth write, that wants: 4 
ough moſt vaine,allis vanity. That 
1dot} great & mighty King, which 
cſent had riches without exam« 
| con Ple, peace without trouble, 
vhich glory without envy , wao 
An{ was obeyed of his ſubieces, 
it, | reſpe&ed of 11s neighbours, 
m vs and raigned fortie yearcs, 
teart, Whichwas a fufkcient time 
ar af. eo cotent his minde,jn ſuinp- 
ood fwous buildings,in multitude 
both Of horſes,jn al varictic of (tu- 
trad dies & fciences;wio had tra- 
verſed his Spirit through all 

> be. the ſecrets ofnature, ev< tro 
me UW Cedar, vnto the i1y/Jope; 


ome 
Ne- 


one 
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4 The vanity 
Nevertheleſle in the conclu <« 
| ſion of all,conſidering how m1, 
theſe fivectes are confedtel x4 
with bitternes , how theres 11, 
little coſticie in theſe things, ſel 
how there is {mal content mi 
all this travaile,he makes thi rrc 
the cloſe of all his ations, te: 
Ecclefiaf, That all ts vanity,andaffiiciin to 
CLa.1.14, of Spirit.Bur before that Sah mi 
15 had proved theſe things m: 
he learned thatleflon of Dz is 
w1i4his father, which is writ Tl 
teninthe 39.Pſalme, Trael rid 
every 22115 odFx ng ihe « V4ani th 
ty: hee walloth ina vaine the mn 
dow: Or diſquietet b ) himelfe i th 
vaine, he heavethwp riches, 
| kanoweth not who hall varke 
thers.Letvs therefore accor. 
ding to the rules of ſuch ex: 
cel. ] 


Inclu 
how 
fete; 
1Crei; 
Ungs 
entn 
>5 thi 
Ons 
1ctin 
t Sal; 
1ngs 
£D, 
writ: 
rely 
VARs 
e ſhi 
fe 
95,0 
ather 
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Of humane life. 
cellentmen, enter into that 
meditation, and taking that 
raſor out of their handes, 
make an Aztoamie of our 
ſclues . There is no diſcourſe 
more \erious the that which 
treaterh of vanity. Nor con- 
templation more high then 
to reaſon of our owne infir- 
mities:{ceingbythat meanes 
man contemning himſelte, 
is elevated aboue himlſelfe. 
This vanity linked with malſe- 
ric,is to be conſidered, fir{tin 
the Nature of man; lecondly 
in his aftions; & thirdly 7#2 his 
thoughts and deſires, 


The vanity of the Na- 
ture of MAN. 


| "a to lpcake of m&% in his 


Ort- 


6 The vanity 
The birth Originall; The moſtnoble nol 
| ofMan, them, yeaifhebethe ſonn MR 
of an Emperor,doth receiut ofr 
his forme betweene the tw ſo : 
| baſeſt excremets-of Nature **> 
& there he is nouriſhed: for; ?*7< 
time with the moſt impur: co! 
bloud of all. He is there ſub 70) 
ie&to be bruiſed by the leaf 12 
fall ofhis mother , or ſtifle OV 
by the favour, which pro livi 
ceeds. from.an, extinguiſhed PE! 
Lainpeghis birth is ſhameful, the 
in 10 much that wome bluthT6a 
to bee publiquely ſcene infÞE 
childbed.Ir is a'{o reputed ant 
| honour to kill a man,& ther. NEC 
| foreDwells adde to one much ©O 
1 reputation; becauſe as it is a 
| ſhame for a man to beborne W 
tato this world;(o it is an ho» WI 
nour 


Of humane life. , 
ble  Bour to ſend him out of it. A 

ſong Manifeſt proofe that the life 

eceiy Of man is evil, ſince that it is 

e two 10 great a diſhonor tobeger 
ature it, anda greater glory to - 
| for, ſtroy it; ſecing chat allo hee 
pur Goth begin his life with ſor- 
EC {ub TOW 5 and becin borne im- 
e lea} Moucable, cumbleth inco his 
tide; Owne filch z whereas other 
pro. living creatures , are no ſoo- 
iſhe{NEr out ofthe wormbe , bun 
1eful they tal on their feer, andare 
bluhZeady to goe, nor out of the 
1C In ſhel, but = run for meare, 
ed an He againe is borne vato tuch 
ther. neceſlity,thathe is compeld 
auch © gaine his own living with 
-is 4 the fweat of his browes, 
orne Whereas other living crea- 
1 ho. turesdochadall things rea- 


1OUur dy 
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dy prepared for thE,man on- beaſt 
ly hath need of habiliments: Qed 
for hee which is the moſ{ſuch 
® nobleinthe world, is aſha- thep 
med to ſhew his nakedneſſe, &10 
& therefore hideth himſelfe B 
vrder the ſfoiles of other Man 
Creatures. Hee is ſubic to beal| 
more maladies, then all the realc 
Beaſts rogether ; ro which ning 
the obſcureſt fogges or eve. T01s 
ning dew Coe no hurt. They T0 b 
neuer bleed at the nole, al, to w 
though they goe alwaies Mcn 
declining toward the earth; Jacts 
They are ignorant whart thi ciall 
Catarre.Calcul, & divers forts arin 
of A gues,meane : Man on 1gn« 
15 capable to diſcerne ad bur 
Cifterences, andto feele thei ble 
eficcts., For it there bee any. $% 
beaſt 


Of human? If. 


on. beaſts which are more affli- 
-nts: Red with diſcafes , they are 
noſt ſuch that liue li! nired within 
{ha- the prect1 t of {ome ho. " "ns, 
elle, & logeceiue itby Cotagt»:1, E 
ſell But ſome wil obic Ws that 
ther man hath reaſon aboile the 
t to beaſtes , which is indeed the 
| the reaſon of his tormet, in win- 
hich ning him to practiſe dange- 
eve. Tous,Se pernitious defignes: 
hey to befubelll i in contentions, 
, a} to winde himſfelte into other 
fe mens affaires , & being once 
rth, | ſacished, to tive vp an artifi- 
the ciall appetite, anda defire to 
Orts drinke without thirſt. Iam 
imnorant what thereaſon is, 
I but we are much more ſenſi- 
her ble of ill then good.,and thar 
any. grictes doe more diſturd vs, 
aſts then 


lok ancic, 
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then pleaſures can conteny tum 
vs. Scarce can we thinke of trel 
2n abſolute health,burt ſome © F 
rorment or other doth prs 

ſetly poſleſſe vs,as the Fpork kno 
ach,or paine in the fingers en, PO! 
One drop of Gallw diſtaf Ns: 
awhole veſſel! of Sweetes {itic 
How much then of happy 99 
fortunes is required, ro & 2" 


geſt one aftliction? 8 
uti 

The vanity of WAR 1 me: 

his Aftiens. 15 te 

An being borne & forc 


poore, and baſe into tou 
this world, how many year the) 
ſicale from him before here 9h 
ceiuc ability to c6du@ him Wh. 
felſc 2 How longand laborb P<t 
ous is hisinſtruftion? What 99) 
rims 
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1tey time is conſumed, while hee 
keof tremblerh vnder Maſters,for 
ome £0 gaine vn rofitable words 
pres and ſome ice ſuperficiall 
path knowledge ? Alſo who doth 
rex NOT diſcerne in this part of 
iſtaf his age,an vatoward perver- 
etes litic , a contradicting hu 
pp Mour, andin one Infant ſpi- 
5 q rit, all the vices of man, as 
buddes,and graines of ſome 
future infeliciry > The onely 
) | meaneto appcale children, 
15 to correct ſome one be- 
> { fore them. If any doe bur 
inty touch one. of their toyes, 
ear they overturneal the reſt for 
ere deſpire.The loue and reſpe& 
tim Which they giue to ther POP 
orb pets are eminent ſeeds of I- 
hat dolatry.Such are the infants, 
ms © ©:B.4g. that 


a, 


Touch, 


The vanity 
that arebegortten of the beſt 1yj1j 


of m6; a graine of corne well the 
vſcd in growing produceth ſtrar 
ſtraw,a micirciiciſed beget- D4/; 
teth an Infant vncirciiciſed, jntic 
Therfore you may know by vs tc 
the iperverſity of your chil the , 
dre,the image of your cor-Div 
ruption. ſures 
After mans infancy fol-pils, 
loweth his youth , which nal b 
an vubridled humour; avie-The' 
lent heate, that provokett Rive! 
him to vndertake things vnft in thi 
that leadeth him into al daw-reli(} 
gers, and that induceth hinTrue 
ro reie& all inſtructions. Ovnde 
how many mendoe wandetgove 
in this way? How many pet: 3h 
{ons in this age are corrup-(whi 
ted with tvo much pn n ſubie 
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belt Julling themſclues aſleepe in 


wel the lap of ſuch, that ſecke to 
<th ſtrangle them 2? O traitreſſe 
get- Dalilah, which ſeekelt by thy © * 
ſed, inticing flatteries to deliuer 2 
v by vs to an enimy far worſe the 
chi the Philiſtins , which is the 
cor-Divell himſelte! Such plea- 
ſures are like vnto guilded F 
fol-pils;which vnder their cxters 
ch nal beauty include bitternes, 
vio They arealfo like vnro freſh 
keth Rivers,that end their courſe 
vnfiin the ſea,looſing their lweer 
davreliſh in au Ocean of ſaltnes, 
hinTrue zeale /cawnaor flouriſh 
3, Ovnder ſonice and delicate 2 
ndegovernmentzaor ci the per- 
pet: 3h knowledge of God, 
rup- (which is a celeſtiall guift)be 
furs ſubieRed ro the belly, it can= 
lut B 2 not 
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not remaine amoneſt ſwine dor 
thathabitatio is ws. 4 agree kno 
able to the Divell; whoh con 
the permiſſis of Iefus Chrt labe 
having entred into a hear niqu 
of lwine;compelled them that 
runne headlong wvnto the for! 
OwWne hy v3 x; who(as it; ing 
recorded in'the holy wri rm 
nouriſheth prodigall child witl 
with the huskes of -pleafur The 
inſteed of their parets brea Calic 


Ripe age, This heat _ ſomwh; wea 


allayed by age,and man noi ſent, 
come to his maturity , b com 
hold other vanities, which! Vout 
tend on him, although nt that 
altogether ſo violetly ſcha Whe 
ching; yer more opinion! 99ta 
ted, & troubleſome. For the thins 
comes irremoucable car 9rit 

dom 
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vine domeſtique troubles , the 
gres knowledge of husbandry , 
10h contentions in law , and the 
*hri{ labour of painefull Mecha- 
1ear nique Pan, , altto the end, 
mt that he may gaine ſomwhar 
the forhis children , who ſuck- 
s it; ing from him al that he hath 
writ it may bee, is onely requited 
ilk with ingratitude ,& reproch. 
Gm Theſe infelicities are the oc- 
rex Caſton, that man is alwaies 
wh; wearied with the things pre- 
noi fentdefiring onely things to 
, come \ & continually endea- 
boy vouring to catch at {Gewhar 
\ no that is already eſcaped ; 
"hq Whereas if by chance they 
ion! Obtainc it,itdifſolyerh rono- 
- the thing, as it is in their handes, 
car, Ori they —_ it, it ycelds 


0 nc B 3 no 
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no contentment,nordothz like 
ny way appeaſe their fear,q; whi 
farisfy rhetr deſire. This evi not 

” hath many inconvenience ſnar 

— Conerouſl-, There are many met, met 
rele. which will hazard their lik, rabl 
to win alittle mony , thati: ly ec 
to looſe their being , fort cou 
gaine the meanes to ber, age. 
which muſſe the end, to ob a re: 
taine the acceſſories: As he euet 
which felleth his fwordt fear 
buy a ſheath: or his horſet! gre: 
haue fome'provender-: as con 
to gaine worldly pelfe, no the 
to {erue his occaſions , bu fuch 
rather for himſelfe to ſer cei 
it;to haue riches as one hat ot 
a feauer., which doth mor and 
often poſleſle the gricucy true 


then the gricuedit. To M kno 
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the like vnto a greedy dogge, 
aro which lying vpon-hay , and 
evil not eating 1t himſelfe , will 
nce, ſnarlewhen any other com- 
met, methneerevntoit. O miſe- 
lik rable people,thatline poor- 
atis ly to by rich ! that are moſt 
orti couetous in their declining 
bee. age,which is to prouide for 
> ob a tedious tourney, whenit is 
$ he euen finiſhed!Bur a man thar 
rdt: feareth God.for to avoidſo 
(et! greatan inconuenience; will 
: an conſider in himfelfe , whatis 
10 the worth.,andeſtimation of 
zbu fuch drofle ; and will con- 
ſer! ceipt,that the Divell is the 
hat or giuer of theſe things,8 
not and ſeducer of mindes from 
ue true picty , and the diuine 
) be knowledge of theAlmighty, 

lik B 4 who 
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who ſheweth vs what eſti thin 
mation wee ſhould haue of affe, 
riches, in giuing ev to wea 
” the wicked , within whole wel 
breaſts it doth fall.as a,purk gg4/ 
into a ſtinking privic. Iclus ; gy, 
Chriſt doth gre vs anexam- nak 
ple,what repute is to be held ked 
ofit,'n committing his purſe able 
to 1udas,when as he gaue his ther 
holy ſþ:rit to his | rr an A ma! 
oſtles.and it he had thought rath 
wealth to haue bin the true gre: 
felicity,no queſtiohe wo ul difh 
haue gathered itmore abun- alit 
dantly : but hee had notfo cilit 
much where to lay his hea take 
on.He hath willed vs to ho vvit 
nour poyerty by his exan- the! 
ple. And the great King ol ſect 
the worlde will deſpiſe 4 ber 
| thing 


Lukes. 
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et things,that ſhall intice vs to 
e of affe&t «the contrary. A little 
/ to wealth will ſuffice vs to liue 
toſe well,and lefle to die happily : * © 
urk godlineſſe with contentment is 111. 6 
clus / great 04:12 Wee are COIne 
am- naked into the world , & na- 
held ked ſhall wee goe out: peac- 
wrſe able poucrty is much better 
2 his thentroubleſome riches.Bur 
H miis lo fooliſh, thathe had 
ght ratherdraw water out ofa 
true great diſturbed riuer, with 
ul difficulty and perill , then fr6 
zun- alittle cleere wrges with fa- 
240 cility and caſe; had rather 
eat take 'a great jmaſle of gold 
ho vvith torment, and danger; 
am thena little with peace and 
g of ſecurity; and in finehee will 
ce 4 benothing the more ſatisft- 
ing ; B 5 ed 


gr ny 
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ed.Moreouer he oftE think. 
eth.that to beeloſt , vvhich 
was neuer gained by him; 

* * this kind of auarice is alwaies 
linked vvith enuie. If perad 
venture ama loſe his world. 

ly tortunes ( according vnto, 
Prou.23.5 that vvhich Saloms faith that 
Riches taketh her to her wines 

it doth ſomrimes diſtract hu. 

mane ſenſe, for to ranſake: 
couctous perſon, is to fle: 

his skin fro his body , to tak 

from him his riches,js to de- 

priue him of his heart , finct 

that ſuch doe vvholy denote 

both heart and affection to 

their vvealth. The faithful 
conſidering theſe things, wit 

fay vvith the wiſe man , that 
This is alſoa vanity & affiic 
tion of ſpirit. Lik 
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ink Liketo this former vani- Ambition, 


hich ty,jis that of thoſe, which at- 
1m: pire to honour , & greatnes, 
aic, with an extreame defire. A- 
rad: mogſtthat multitude of peo- . 
1d ple,which prefle themſelues 
Mnto, in mounting vp , thoſe that 
tht follow, s. 1A to march 
nes) wothem, which go before: 
t hu., andat length three partes of 
ket them, being driven to tay be- 
flet hinde, ſwell withenvy,and 
take griefe at the reſt; when as 
) de- thoſe that haue attained to 
ince the height of honour,drawe 
10te vp after the their ſcaling lad- 
n to ders, fearing that otherwiſe, 
hful ſome by aſpiring might pa- 
wr ralle|their worth. Burt often- 
tha times when they haue pol- 
fflis felt thilclaes with thele dig- 
LS nitics,. 
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nittes,they are like vnto Ape; 
which having once -climbed 
to the top ot a tree,or houle, 


doe {it and make ill fauo ured 


faces at paſſengers,8&reraine 
the people to- gaze attheir 
moppes : For then ordinars 
ly their weakneſle doth en- 
creaſe,and their vices growe 
eminet; in ſo much that they 
finde more care,and feare in 
that tate of greatneſle, then 
whe they were moſt meane. 
the higheſt boughs are mol 
ſhaken by the winde, and the 
points of Rteeptes moſtbex 
te by ſtormes, & lightening, 
A man hath leaſt minde to 
ſleepe in beds offilke embro- 
dered with gold .. The gres 
telt teare of poiſoning is 2 
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Tables furniſhed with varie- 
ty ofdelicatediſhes.Vhere- 
as onthe cotrary, ithath nor 
beene heard, that any hath #® 
received hurt out. of woods . 
cups. After an innocent tra- 
vell, fleepefcemerh pleaſing me 
in a bed of ſtraw.T72s is alſo a LY 
vanity,and affliction of Spirit. _s 
Aboue all that vanitie, ,, 1... 
which corruption doth con- Ccuriers 
tinually-attend,there doth ap 
peare in Princes Courtes a 
certaine noble caprtiuitie 
where vnder the colour of 
reatnes, ts the higheſt ſervi- 
tude,8& thoſe gilded chaines, 
that fetter mens mindes. He 
which wil line here, muſt al 
wates be maſked, 8& prepared 
in one howre, to.covert him 


{clte 
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ſelfe into. rwentie ſeveral peti 
ſhapes, to entertaine mani ther 
ſervits,but no friends. There rie.) 
innocencyis accolited meer, are 
ſimplicity , and to affirmez tier 
nie thing, is to diſproue th; the! 
ſame. There are two ſorts «| be c 
people in Court, which hate req 
one the other,cach knowing gra! 
of it, notwithſtanding ther; Cre 
is alwaics an emulation be the 
rweenethem, which ſhould the 
firſt atrEpt any point of ho: eſt c 
nour,todo the other ſervice, his" 
and bee the laſt that ſhoulde his] 
endit. But ſuch ridiculous vice 
complements, arelike vnto. Mat 
Antike ations. Envy which {igh 
doth ſupplant , and deceaug Vit 
his neighbour, or thatdoth ſha] 
ſnaule in ſecret, is there per: Wl 
Pe 
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eral petually, and to appeaſe it 
ani there is no way but by miſe- 
here rie.Vices & degenerat actio9 
cer arc eſteemed amogſt Cour- 
nez tiers,as 20089 9%. and part of 
eth; their compoſition. Not to 
ts of be corrupted by them, there 
hate requireth more faith then a 
ving graine of Muſtardſeed. As 
her: Crowes builde theirneſts in 
|; be the higheſt boughes,ſo doth 
ould the Divel amongſt the high- 
ho: eſtofmen, where ſpreading 
vice; his wings, hee clocketh for 
ulde his little ones, which are his 
lous vices; becauſe there they re- 
mnto. maine, more expoſed tothe 
hich fight, and never appeare bur 
-au6 Vvith authority . Therealſo 
loth ſhall you ſee Crvalieroes, 
per- which out of their gallanr 
pc:  * diipo- 


g 
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diſpoſition will kill one the we: 
Other ypon the interpretatz by « 


on ofa word; a manifeſt c6 the: 


The vani- 
ty of wo- 
men, 


feſſion, that their life is no! bli() 
much worth, which vvillſ the 
itſo goodcheape. Norwith mul 
ſtanding theſe kinde of men wo! 
that are in ſuch occaſions{ wo! 
valiant,doe flie away, vvha lica: 
they ſhal ſuffer any thing fa to | 
Gods cauſe . Surely mani the! 
ſuch are required to. mak feet 
one good Martyr for th vvit 
holy Goſpell.. O how ill do; plo 
they vnderſtand theprecept the! 
of honour! Thisz5 alſo a v8 lelu 
happ Y life, extreame Vanity Our 

To this alſo there is linke! pati 
the vanity of another ſexe. Z1ny 
For the moſt part of wont ney 
are valne, not only outd Wit 
wea 
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ie the weaknes,& example:but allo 
etat) by expreſle profeſſion . All 
ſt co their ſtudy is howe to eſta- 
1s.nd blith vanity , and about this 
ill ſe] chey haue great ſtrife, and e- 
with mulati6. For amongſt thoſe 
men worldly luſters, you ſhall fee 
»ns{} woinen corrupted with de- 
vha licacies, ſabieCting thEſclues 
g fa to faſhions,and aſpects of 0- 
nani thers,looſing the vic of their 
nak feet, by pleaſing their fancie 
r th; vvith too much neatnes, im- 
| do; ploying the fourth part of 
cept their lite , in attiring them- 
2p lelues:wearing haire bought 
it, our of Tyre-womens ſhoppes, 
nke! painting their faces,[dolatri- 
ſexe. zing their owne badies , yet 
om: nevertheleſle crucitying the 
utd With a tuſt puniſhmer, 1gno- 
7eak rant 


7 
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rant ofall chings', yerſtudy a f 


ing to ſpeake vvell ,, viewin Th 
theſclues ina looking glak fini 
a thouſand times ina daie,{ am 
calling conſultations vpon; mu 
particular haire. Poore crez WO 
tures,who in altring the co itt 
lour of their haire, & addin W1 
fomwhart to their height, ly to] 
extraordinary ſhooes,wout Ver 
diſprooue the faying 0 Is! 
Chriſt,& that he ba 1n th vvl 
lirtle, when he ſought to vs £0 
Mar.5.36. rite, that man could not mak 10 
627% onehairewhiteorblacke, m I 
adde one cubit to his ſtatur. 8 
y Make bur a colletion of tht ec 
j time, that a curious womat Th 
doth ſpedthrough al her lik IY | 
in dreſſing her ſelfe, and yo! Ge 
ſbal finde, thatitis more thi £O 
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a fourth parte of her age: 
This curioſity hath ſome at- 
finity vvith ſervitude . VVho 
amongſt them will apply ſo 
much timem doing good 
works? And how commeth 
it to paſſe, that thoſe habits, 
whichwere giuE vnto mitor 
to hide his (in, are now con- 
verted into fin it ſelfe?VVhat 
is the occaſion, that that 
vvhich God hath ordained 
to cover mans ſhame; ſerues 
novv to ſet forth his gloric? 
That that vvhich was an ar- 
gument of humility,is novv 
become the matter of pride? 
There is nothing ſo contra- 
ry to the will, andgloryot 
God, as that vaine vanity, 
For a woma that hindereth 
the 
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the going of her owne feet, 
by wearing ſuch nice , and 
high pantoffles, hovy ci ſhe 


' flyavvayinto a {tran ge coil 


try for Gods cauſe? -A fleſh 
that is ſo delicate, how canit 
endure to take reſt,being im- 
priſoned for the teſtimonr 
of the Civine Goſpel? A wo- 


man which by reaſon of he - 


ainting cannor tolerate the 
iy of the Sunne,how can 
{hee then endure the fire for 
the ſacred word of God?Ob 
ſerue our preparatios to ſuf 
ter afflictions, &pervſe our 
appretiihip to Martyrdome 
and m the end you will find 
that Sa/om207 hath not (eene 
ſuch things in his time, and 
that The wvanitic of wvanitit 
whict 
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| Which he ſpeakes of, is infe- 
riour to the vanity of this 


agc. 


But novv behold another gg. 

i ſort of vanity , vvhichdoth fogging 
nit much vexc and trouble man. ftrites 8” 
- Aroaring, crying , & turbu- 


lent vanity, vvhich is armed 
- vvith ſtings, & couered with 
ſubcility:vvhich emploieth al 
the beſt part of- mans life in 
petitogging {trifes, and a- 
monegſtthe controverſies of 
importunate proceſle. Doe 
+ but enter into ſome greate 
Hall, orplace.of pleading, 
you vvill admire at the con- 
fuſed murmure, the corrup- 
ted diſcipline,the weariſome 
courſes,and contentious hu- 
mours,& vvill exuly perceiue 
= ES that 


© eo 
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that in carriage of all thek the 
things, there is no mention lee 
of God, vnleſle perchancein mn 


| ſvvearing. And that therein wit 


the meanetime , vvhile tha Th: 
rwo perſons doe conſume affis 
their eſtates , to gaine a pro- 

ceſſe,commerth a third &be. kno 
guileth rhEboth of the prey, &Tuc 
and oftentimes their charg: that 
in follovving,ſurmounts þ om 
principall. O hovv many mt dab 
doe liue by the loſſe of « Ciuil 
thers?How many would fa vvhi 
withour riches, if all thok vid 
that endevour to conſume ben 
one the other,ſhould but ex P11 
ter into familiarity & friend PEA! 
ſhip? I doe thinke that Got 7%? 
doth perceive this confuſed acty 
& murmuring multitude, it Tu 


thi 
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theſ the ſame faſhion, as vvedoe 
\tion {ce a litle hillock tul of Ants, 
cein running togither pell mell, 
-rein Vvithour order, or reaſon, * 
» tha This ts alſoa great vanity and 
ſume affliction of. SprYr it. 
pro Some one it may bee 
& be. knowing theſe things to bee 
prey, rue, vvill ſay neuertheleſle, 
aro: thatthere is in humane life 
'S [3 ſome honeſt ſtudy,ſome lav- 
mt dable knowledge, and many 
f & Ciuill, and religious vertues, 
d faf which cannot be compriſed 
hoſk vnder vanity , butdeſerue to 
ime bemuch eſteemed. In this 0- 
ten- pinion doth principally ap- 
:end) Peare the vanity of mans [þi- 
Gol 7it: for if the beſt of humane 
1ſe4 actions bee bur vaine , how 
-, #4 much more is vanky it ſelfe? 


thi Let 


The vanity 


Let vs firſt begin to examine ſym 
ſtudies andiciences. | mal 

In this our moderne timt ſzic 
learning is onely reputedto' theſ 
be the knowledge of langus þle 
ges : & thoſe thatare lea 1g , 
ed,doe bufic themſelues to ſym, 
finde out hovv the Romiſh zrcaj 
womedid ſpeake two thou, ſe,rc 
ſand yeares ſince , how tit| ſho 
ancientRomaines did app ny ch 
rel themſelues , how peoplt! tg re 
did then affe&t Comedies, & re c 
to refine ſome Lattine &: The, 
Greckewords,that are now eloq 
growne out of vie by ants they 
quity. This kinde of courk; own, 
15 to.vſe a golden ſcepter ft! that t 
to take vp dong , to emplo}, incor 
the duty » Whic Þ} 
oughtto flouriſhin one, ceg þ 

ery dom Cond <= 
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nine ſome baſe occupation, &to 
make a feaſt of nothing , bur 
tim ſaice, For the knowledge of 


xdto theſe things 1s only profita- = 


gue ble to ſeaſon, no way good 
Art to nouriſh. Alſo there are 
S t0 ſome, that when they haue 
milt arcained olde age , doe then 
MO ſexrch for mrs. dos they 
'th] ſhouldhaue the things. Ma- 
PP* nychere arcalſo , that begin 
oplk toread grammar , vvhe the 

SY are come to vic ſpeRacles. 
Ee 0: They learne rules to ſpeake 
ao eloquently in Larine , vvhen 
antr they are barbarous in their 
urk; owne nartiue language. So 
r fot) thatcheir life is a concinuall 


plo Incongruitie. Of learn? 
hi Payloſophy and the {CiE- ing and 


50) ces haug many thinges not od 
—_— Ons 


phy, 
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only more high,buralſo har ,fq; 
der:like vnto pine aples in +} 
the higheſt parte of a pine ,,jn, 
« tree,vvhich many leckingto | |,qg, 
obtaine,doefall in climbing ji, 
for them , vvhereas others ya 
doc breake their teeth that {re © 
ſtriue to open them. Suchis (hq, 
this learning,that as it indu- ain 
eth a man vvith much know. yy. 
ledge; fo allo it addeth vnto perfc 
him more care and trouble , ,,,,.. 
of minde . For Salomon laith, no la 
that p22 which doth augment Gig 
Eccl,r.18, þ;; kowleag doth but increaſe ygyy; 
his [orrow. Ignorance is ne- ypc, 

uer vvithour tome commo- $i; 
dity.and in concluſton,when| qyyajj 

vvc haue gottenall the pre- Ss, 

cepts of this knowledge, it| whe, 
Extends it {elfe not far, andss/ taking 


hl 
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"ur goffnale vie: For man can- 
1 qotby all his Philoſophy at- 
ine nine to the perfect know- 
't9| [edge of a ſmall fly, or garde 
"Ng lettice , much lefle of his ' 
ers owne compoſition. Ve de- 
Nat fire 'to trauerſe our ſpirits 
Nis through all things, butre« 
A- maine ſtrigers to our ſelues, 
W- We vvillknowe much, and 
Nt | performe little. To {peake 
Idle more properly,our ſtudy is 
It, no labour.but rather an idle 
zu 1fion,vvhich doth torment 
eaſe ysvvithout any hope of ad- 
Ne vancement : Like vnto tae 
no Squirrells, that runne contt- 
hen| nually vvithin turning Ca- 
PIe& ves, thinking to get avvay, 
-»0 when as after al their panes 
19s tking.they ſtill remain in 
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the ſame place. We learne ifthi 
licele vvith great paine, and thing 
that little doth ſcarcely 4 Ort« 
' Mende our imperfections, nom 
but rather oftentimes adds fuer 
more to them. One drop knov 
wildome,guidedby the feare tocc 
of God, is more vvorth thn T] 
all humane learning . For dert; 
what doth it profit a avi pes, 
in taking paines to gainethe but | 
-__ of another, if hee tole: 

imſelfe be at variance with ney,' 
God 2 What commodity retur 
reapeth a Phylitian,to iudge thy v 
of another mans health, it uing 
he himſelte be not as yetre: ſorro 
folu'd to fcele the pulſe of body 
* hisowne conſcience? VVhat tO th 

oodis itto any, thathaue lic 
learned the ancient hiſtoric, kdn 
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arne iſthey be ignorant of thoſe 

, and things that paſſe in this time? 

y + Orto haue learned by Aſtro- 

ons, nomy the motions , andin- * » 
dds fluences of heauen, if they 

pdf knowenot the meanes how 

feare to cone thither ? 


then There be ſome, that vn- Of Trara 
Jers & Pile 


grumh, _ 


For dertake long tedious voya- 
wict ges , gaining many hofſtes , 
ethe but few friends , promiſing 
hee tolearne much in their jour- 
with ney, whe as oftentimes they 
diry returne more foolith then 
idge thy went: and perchance ha- 
h,it wg circuited the earth, doe 
tre- forrowfully bequeath their 
e of bodyto it, for a concluſion 
/bat to their perfected reſolutios, 
aue % flies when they haue paſl- 
ries, kdmany times rouud abour 


it C 3 the 
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the candle, art length enter 
into the flame. Aiter they 
haue ſeene ſo much land, 
there only requires a haud- 
ful for to couer them. ith 
this vanity are they juſtly at 
flicted, which make longyvoi- 
ages toward ſome Saint, for 
to deſire that they may get 
children,when it may beeat 
theirreturne they fiade that 
ſome officious neighbour 
hath diſchargedthem of rhat 
Care.This is alſoa vanity and 
affliftion of $ p'rit. 
Perchance our cuull ver- 
tues have ſome thinges that 
are of more coſequence. But 
here ot of this allo doth 
bud another vaizity, {ecing 
that thoſe vertues haue no 
m0- 
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motion , but by vices. For 
choller giues an edge to va- * 


lour, Cowardice doth make 
2man to be more circiiſpect, 
andwary.Ambitio, Auwarice, 
&Enuy, areas ſtings to ſtu- 
dy,& Induſtry. The feare of 
an ill report in many womEe 
the cauſe of Chaſtity, ma- 
ny are ſober our of a coue- 
tous humour, others for ne- 
ceſſity; friendſhips are con- 
tracted , either for the deſire 
ofpleaſares, or forthe hope 
ofproft,the firſtbeing no 0+ 
therwiſe then a paltry bro- 
kery, nor thelaſt thZa mar- 
chandiſe.,Religio it ſclte doth 
often ſerue for a cloake to 
ſuch conerous perſons : for 
many tollowe Chriſt /z the 
C 4 ae- 
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lok. 6.26. ,1/2t onlie to haue breads 


which is to ſubie& their vn- 
derſtanding to the belly, and 
* the chiefe of vertnies to the 
meaneſt of vices,but I knoyy 
not which is worlſe,cither to 
fly away from Chriſt, orto 
follow fim for gain:to ferue 
him for mony , or to ſerue 
the Diuel fornothing.Whe- 
ther it doth ſeeme moſt iniu- 
Tious and 1gnominious to- 
wards God, either to leaue 
his Sonne Ieſus Chrift, orin 
following him , wrongtfullic 
to make him a vallet to our 
concupiſcences. VVhat can 
theſe vertues then bee that 
march vnder the Pay of the 
Deuill > Surely this is alſo 4 
great vanity and manifeſt car- 
Y1ption 
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rubtion. 


Wherfore ſome(not per- , 


ceiving anic thing in the 


worlde which is exempted” » 


out of this vanity, & that vi- 
ces &impiety hane infected 
all forts of eſtates and condi- 
tions in humane lite ) doe 
thinke to wreſt themſclues 
out ofitby cofining their bo- 
dies ro-ſome deſert, and con- 
dening their minde to a per- 
pcrual care, where being ſe- 
cluded fro all company they 
live in continuall ilence,ne- 
ver ſpeaking but with: God 
and 42 Au . This folira- 
rie humour in manie- doth 
proceede from a brutith co- 
ceipt,in others froma weake 
ſpiite incapable of humane 


C5 ſo- 
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lociery, in others fro an am- 
birion to be remarkeablef or 
ſome extraordiaary profeſhi- 
« Un, andin otlicrs our of dil- 
content &envy,tÞat they are 
wearied in iwimming againſt 
the current of this worldly 
ſtreame,and in having recet- 
ved all things ſti! coutrary to 
their deſire; Notwithſtading 


I do not doubt but that there | 


beſome which doe embrace 
this lort of ſolitary life to ba- 
niſh themſclues from the vi- 
ces of this world.8 to ſerue 
Godwith more liberty. But 
{uch are much deceived who 
willing to forſake the world 
do returne farther into it by 
other meanes.,and are aſſaul- 
ted by worſe teptations. For 


: then | 


the 
ou 
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then paſſionate g oricfes, curt- 
ous COg1tartios, pecuilh [dle- 

;, Hypochondriacall hu- / 
Mo diſpaire prelumpri5” _ 


I - 
and ſelfe admiration doe in E 


ſenſibly glide inro mes ſpirits - 
vnder ti1C proteſh16 of an cx- 
raordinary ſactiry;all which 
do render the fpirit diſcontE- 
ted of an infol:at melancho- 
ly and preſurnptuous devott- 
on,which oftEtimes degene- 
rateth Nto madaes andy want 
offence. A ſolirary man in 
the extremirtic of his grictes 
wo 

and fadnes _ no bodic to 
comfort him, & comparing 
himſelfe with none other 
but himſclfe, hath this con- 
ceipt,chat he is {one excelEr 
thing.Bur chen luſttul defires 

doc 


ha 


”- 
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do doubly burne within him, perl 
For mi is of this nature that | emp 

hee thinketh thoſe chinges| way 
moſt beautiful which are tar- | him 

' theſtremote from him-. So | wit! 
FM Saint Hieron:e being in the | fect 
rome in Mid{t of a dceſert,8&1n his grea | frot 
tv» epiſile reſt abſtinency doth conteſſe ring 
 _x that his. minde was then a- ting 
moneſt the dances & Ballads | ſtan 

of young maides,and that he: | him 

did burne with incontinency | wo 

and deſire. Beſides the Devill | frot 
following Jeſus Chriſt in | fibl 

to the deſert doth plainelie | out 

ſhew tharhee did iudge that | liut 

\. place moſt convenient for | co! 
temptation. Then if the Son Cc 

of God was aſſailed by the | of 
Devilin the deſert , how ſca- | ou 

peth an Hermite or ſecluded | in 


perſon | 


' 


rn - 


perſon that can neuer b2 ex- 
empted?Thercfo re the ſureſ(t 
Way for aman is to {eperate 
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hinſelfe from the world, not-- v 


with his feet,but with his at- 


 ſection,to expel it alrogither 


fom him, and his heart, fea- 
ring otherwile that depar- 
ing fro this world, notwith- 


| ſtanding hee carrieth it with 
| him. For as it 15 poſlble tobe 


worldly & vicious liuing far 
from the world : So is it poſ- 
ible to leaue the world with 
out flying into a deſert, & to 
lue alone in the middeſt of. 
company: To bee within a 
Court or Pallace ſpeRator 


' of vanity and troubles,with- 


| 


[ 


out participating of cen: & 
lathe midſt of ababling mul- 
tirade 


# 


— 
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| 


titude,to talke only with him | ofh 


, felfe, and to entertaine his 


thoughts with God : Andin 


, *the meane time to employ 


his endeauors to the cdihca. 
tion of the Church , ſtretch. 
mg outhis hand to the Erro- 
neous, for to reguide the 1n- 
70 the right way of Salvati6, 


rather then to hide his. Tal / 


11 the earth, and to cut him- 
ſelfe cleane off fro the body, 
and all civill fociety,as an vn- 
profitable member . So did 
the Apoſtles and thoſe glo- 


rious lampes which have en- 


lightned theChurch of God, 


and which fhine'to this daie 
amonglt vs they being dead. 
I know wel that the opinion 
of Ariſtotle the gn 

| 0L 


- _ 
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| him | ofhis Politiques is tru?, that 


e his | Hewhich xs af 2 lolrtary 4: 


ndin 
ploy 
th1C3- 
etch: 
"IT0- 
IC 11- 
at1o, 


[alt | 


11M- 
Ody, 
1 VI 
b, did 
plo- 
2 Cll- 


300, 


daic 
ead. 
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ng 


of 


t- 
tion is either of a moſt divine, 
o very baſe ſpirit : becauſe 
thathee doth c{trange him- 
ſelfe from all ſociety, cither 
for that hee hath vertues 
more then humane , or that 
teis ſo contemprible and 
meane in reſpect of man, 
tat he is vnworthy to ap- 
proach neere him : Butlet 
him knowe which doth at- 
fe& ſolitarines , becauſe hee 
doth ſurpaſſe all men in vn- 
erſtanding or vertue, that 
heought to repell that hu- 
mour, and to condelcend b 
humility and meckeneſle to 
the imperfections of others, 
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labouring for the good of 


the 
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the Church or Common. | 
weale, either by wordz or 


worke.For what are al thoſe 


erfetions any more then | 
P Mo 


ſhadowes & odblcure traces, 
of thol2 pertetions which 
are in Iefus Chriſt? Not- 
withſtanding he tooke vpon 
him our ſhape and conver- 
[ed amongt men, that there 
by he might ſaue them, and 
winſoules to heauen. There- 
fore to conclude this point; 
Jt to fly from the world be a 
vanity, how much moreto 
follow it > If vices and tor- 
ments doc harbor in the de- 
ſert.how much more in preſ 
ſes and throngs of people? 
Truely if vavity bee in euery 
place,lervs fay that Als tor- 
ment 


ey, 
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then | yvaine conceipts while hee ig. « 
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ment and affliction of Spirit. 
But in the meane time that 


Man is buſicd about all theſe 


puſhing rime with/hisſhoul- 
der,endevouring nothing al 


daies of his life but to riſe, & 


to goto bed:to apparel him- 
ſelfe, & to make himſelte vn- 
ready: to fill his belly, 8&to e- 
vacuat his ſtomacke: VVhich 
isno more then a Circle of 


the ſelfe ſame importuning 


occupations: much like vnto 
a Millers horſe that alwaies 
treads one compaſle: While 
hee is thus buſied with ſuch 
occaſions, beholde olde age 
ſtealingly arriveth, to which 
few do attaine,and alldefire. 
But if any doe peradventure 

gaine 


Old age, 


— 
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gaine that time , they deſire | fur 


ro haue it prolong'd to the | Ar 
vtmoſt. This age ( being | del 
>as grapes. which haue lo th 
their tuice,and as the ſinke of | art 
mans life ) is without que. | 10 
ſtion the moſt vahappy tor (cl 
thoſe men that are worldly; | th 
as on the contrary it 1s rh Wi 
moſt bleſſed for ſuch asare | IL 
godly; For worldly men in | 
this age are doubly poſleſled L 
with waywardneſle ; their | 
feare and diſtruſt doth en- | Þ 
creale;thcir judgement wax- | © 
eth weake, andbegins tod- * 
miniſh:Wherefore wee doe | i 
wrongfully call a melancho- | © 
ly hamour, wiſedome; or a  * 
diſability ſobriety , be cauſe | * 
oldneſle leauerh not plex | * 


{ure 


leſire 


) the | 


Velng | 
. bf 


ke of 
que. 


' for 
dly; 
wr 


Sare | 
Nin 


>fſed | 


heir 
en- 
VAX- 
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ho- 
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ſure, but pleaſure leaueth it. 
And therefore hee doth vn- 
deſeruedly complaine that 
the time & manners of men *: 
are chagedinto worle,while 
nothing is changed but him- - 
ſelfe. For in his youth all 
things pleaſed him , if they 
were neuer ſo bad;zin his old 
ageall things diſliked him, if 
they were neuer. ſo goods 
Like vnto thoſe which being 
ina ſhiope thinke that tae 
baukes mone , vvhen 1t 1s 
onely them iclues. It is alſo 
a vice incident to this age 
for to ſpeake much , be- 
cauſe they arenoa-more able 
to performe any thing; and 
that theytiink alſo taeclues 
moſt fit to propole precepts 

tO 


54 The vanity 


to youth , and to declare ay 
'thinges of time long ſince, | yi 
Like voto a declining ſtate | ax 
«fas that of theRomaine Em. ge 
pire) where there are manie | w 
ralkers,b'1t few valiant: &not | m 
much differer from the aged of 
time of the world,where are pe 
| many curious diſputers , but | | 
few of the truereligion. In | ar 
this age alſo doth encreaſe | {: 
theloue of wealth, 8 earthly -| w 
cares doe ſummon new for- | th 
ces agaiuſt manzhee waxeth | T 
allgray, andevery thingin | ſe 
him begianeta thEto wither, þl 
onely his vices excepted. | hy 
That ancient man of whom | 9 
the Apoſtle maketh often 
mentt6, being ready ro dote, | a 
waxeth not olde in worldlie | g 
age * 


Ofbuman? life. 5s 
are | age;but then is hee in his full 
ICE, vigour, He then fore-fearerh + 
tare | approachi:g death, and hol- | 
2m- deth his life like varto an Eels * 
ne | which ſlideth away. In the —=. 
not | meanetime he determineth 
ged oftediousdefigaes, and hea» 
are | perth vp riches as it death 
but | Roodeafar off and durſt not 

In appeare: ThE man hath leaſt 
aſe | fcareto diewheanothing of 
hly -| worth remaineth in him,vut 
Or- the very leeſe & dregs of life, 
&th | Thendoth hee prepare him- 
21M felfeleaſtto gaine the future 
ir, blifſe, when ape forwarnes 
ed. | him,& every gray naire doth 
om ordinarily advertiſe him: yea 
© many times death takes for 
Me, | agage onepart or other of 
ilic | our body.as an arine, or ele, 
_— - Soles Or 
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or legge toſerue for. an ad- 


| vertiſement that he will ve 


ſhortly fetch the reſt.For old | rot 


* me are afhanced to-the earth 


aw by along vic and habit: not- 
»-withſtanding they are vonwil. | 


ling to go to it, whEnothin 
remaineth in them but -uilf 
This ts alſo a vanity and great 
griefe of Spirtt. 

In concluſis of all this vn- 
profitable & weariſome tra- 
vaile,bchold theapproach of 
peath, before they haue lear: 
ned to live,muchlefle to die, 
The molt part of the being 
taken out of this worlde bc- 
fore they know to what end 
they entred in. They vvoulde 
willingly prolong the ate 
of thcir life,but death admits 
10 
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no compoſition : for it hath 
feet of vvool, but armes of I- 
| ron: it commeth inſenſibly, 
but having taken once holde, + 
itnever looſeth her prize. To 
this pace orſtep man com- 
 methſo ſlowly as poſſible he 
can:Forif a ſhip ſhould ſinke 
amongſt:the waues two hil- 
dred leagues from land, not- 
withitading every paſſcnger 
| would ſtriue to fwimme:not 
with an intent to fſaue his 
lite, butto repell death for 
lome minutes, and to render 
nature her laſt inevitable tri- 
| bute. Every mi cremblcth at 
this paſſage, and labourcch 
toſetilc himſclfe her2. The 
lole memorye of death, 
| mourne4ull tuncrals , and the 
reading 
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reading of Inſcriptions en-| kl 
grauen on ſepulchres, doth| ® 
make the very haire to ſtare 
" andſtandon end, and ſtrikes &h 
= . manwithan horror andap- 
** prehenſi6 of it. Some repre- 
{entdeath terrible to the a{ 4 'Þ 
b pe and _ of fleſh,o- anc 
i thers conſider it with con- 
paſſion mixte with dread, 
Some particular man which leny 
not long ſince was clad in 
ſilke and ſhined vvith Dix |P 
n:04s,isnow aflaulted with 
troupes of wormes , and 
breathes foorth inrol!erable|, 
ſents, while that his heire 
coth laugh in ſecret, anden- 
toyeth the fruit of all his 
bour, which he himſelfenc- 
verenioyed. And _—_— 
C116 
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kſſein this his- very duſt and 
corrup tion. doth appeare an 
ambition;aridpride doth reſt 
(elf withinthss, combe. For 
then behold RKately Sepul- 
chers, ingraued- ſtdnes that 
report ſome-famous aftiss, 
and proud | titles vpon his 
tombe ſet out with falſe nar- 

raions, ro the end char paſ- 

ſengers by may ſay,Herely- 

eh a goodly ſtone & a cor- 

rupted body, Swrely this 5 4 

vanity of vanities,and one ex- 

Ireame vanity. 


nrepet of the Thornes 
Vick follow:for the vanity 
and traygile:.of this tempo. 
alllife is ahappineſſe in re- 
zadofthe torments ofeter- 

Sr 4 
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But all theſe are as Roſes Of Hel 
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nall death which doth fwal. |, 
low themoſtpart of men.lt | , 
is —Y which teaderh | | 
© to perdition,and few do find wit 
: commethhereto leuy fouls a 
forhell;1and doth enroule |, 

great and\ſmale, learned and |; 
1enorantzrich and pooregye |, 
many which» are eſteemed ” 
holy,and live couered vader |,* 
the cloake of hypocriſy,to k , 
the end that they might goe |, 
to hell with the lefle noiſe, ' 
and not be ſ{taied by theway, : 
bme 


ThisHel is a place of flames, 

and yet there 1is per 

darknefle , where foules dot |y, x 

wax olde and yer never dig|,, 

== CR 
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WAk | pame without conſumings 


rr. | where they mourne withour 


find 
eath 
louls | 
-oule | 


d and 


torment is without end, and 
nſtimagination. Thererhe 
mhappy rich man,which re- 
uſedto giue poore Lazarus 
©5599 |1crame of bread, dorh now 
cmd vepe of him a drop of wa- 
vnder rr, although whole riuers 
ily,to be not ſufficient to extin- 
90% iſh his heate. VVhat if the 
nolſe, Jodtes that God doth pu- 
WAY his Infants withall ,doe 
ant fmetimes make them al- 
mm { diſpaire,and cuen curſe 
woo day of their natiuity , as 
= "3 Wand 7eremerdid > Vhat 


Gr 


compaſſion , are afflited . 
without repentance, where 


Tob.z.r. 


conf 1. thoſe afflictions thathee ſereag.ao 


_ oth oppreſſe his ;aduerſarie 


D2 withall 


— 
% 
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Hebi10, 


[ 


withall > It is a horrible thing | # 
(faith the Apoſtle)zo falling, 1, 
the. hands of the liuing God [to 


*For becauſe hee ſaith in hi to 


anger,as it 15 written in the ho 

2 Chapter of Deuterono. fo! 
mie, / haue lifted my hand ts 0 
ward heauen and ſaid, I amth | cl 
enerliuingiGod ; If Iwhetm te 

littering ſword, and mine hid| 0: 
tage hold oz indgement , Inil Wh 
execute VENGAance on myne | Miel 
wimies , and will reward thm| T 
that hate me. Praiſed be Got Ou 
whiclp#hath deliuered vs ,and ala 
drawn vs from thar burning moſ 
furnace of hell by his ſonn: of hy 
Teſus Chriſt,who (as $t,Pu '0ya 
ſaith to the Galatians) ws ing 
reviled for our (akes: and his 5 


called v5 ont of perpetwalldak| PPc 
"88 | wp 


6 T £ 
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thing | mfſe to his . mernailous light. 
«ling 12-249. Is it poſlible for vs 
g Ga to bee ignorant what thar 


in hi. torment 1s, andnot knowey * - 


in the! bow much he hath ſuffered 
rono- forto retaine vs in feare, and 
andty. © make vs knowe the great- 
4amih nelle of the grace! of God,8& 
het m | he excellency of our redeEp- 
;xe hid a6in Iefus Chriſthis ſonne, 
| Inil, Who is alſo God eternally 


ane 6 bleſſed? 


4 thm| This whole precedent dif- fow God 


| 


« God! courſe hath led vs through 


'S ,and alages,and through all the deſignes. 


arning moſt ordinarie conditions 
ſons! humane life , yer inthis 
or, py. YOyage we haueknowne no 
S) Wh ng but vanity and torment 
thei f Spirit . And it hath chiefly 
Lak peared, when we haue caſt 


IG D 3 our 
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our cies vpo the diuine pro- | an, 
vidence of God; which doth | þe: 
from the higheſt heaucns 

= wiewall the actions of man, 
Notasanidle ſpeRator ,but 

\. as a wile conductor andiuſ 
wdge. And there fro-aboue 
helaughs at the deſignesof 
great-men , and fruſtrateth 
their enterpriſes, deſtroyeth | yy 
their ronges and ſpirits of | wy 
Babylonian bui!ders,ruineth | jz 4 
their greatneſſe, &breaketh | thay 

l their Scepters into ſhiuers | z5y 
N teaching man that hee isno- ma 

thing but duſt,and his wile | of x 

dome bur meere blindneſs, | of x 

To the ende that hce may | gf 

tkearne to contemne the | of x 

worlde , and tranſport hs | The 

' hopes from earth to _ Wai 
an 
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he and chat hauing ſcene ſome 
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| heames of this terreftriall 


fplendor,which vanifherh as 
lightning, he doth faic with * 


but | $i, Petey. It is good that we bee Tuk 9+.33» | 


here Jet 115 make our ſelues here 
Tabernacles, Happy ' 1s that 
man which hauing well 


 knowne the vanity of this 
yeth | 


world doth retire himfelfe 
towards God: that he being 


 naſurehanen a farre off, & 
' that being vuder his ſhadow 


a vnder a ſure couered place 
may contemplate the ruine 
of the vvicked,the inſtabiliry 
of their deſignes , the folly 
oftheir hopes , & the effets 
of the indgement 'of God. 
Therevpon the Prophet Da- 
din the 92 Plalme faith al- 

D 4 {o 
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ſo 0 Lord how glorious are thy 
. workes, and thy thoughts are 
wery deepe.! An vnwiſe man | 
*' #noweth it not, and a foole doth 
wot underſtand this. when the 
N. wickedgrow as the graſſe,and 
all the workers of wickeaneſ 
ave floriſh,then they ſhall be de- 
froyedfor ever. It behoueth 
vs here to note carefully that 
this Palme is entituled 4 
ſong for the ſabbaoth day.For 
by ithe doth advertiſe vsthat 
this meditation requireth 1 
quietand reſling ſpiritwhich 
becing reſtrained from the, 
preſle of humane ations 
doth range it ſelfe into. the | 
houſe of God, accordingto | 
that vvhich hee ſaith in the | 
73 Plalme , vvhere heedoth | 
COll- 


tions | 
» the | 
ngt | 
n the | 
doth 
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confeſſe that the proſperity 


of yvicked men hath offen- 
ded him , and thathee could 


| hardlydigeſtir,vntil that hee * 


had entred into the fancua- 
ry oftheAlmighty,and con- 
ſidered the end of ſuch men. 
For to vnderſtand vvhat the 
true happineſle is,and to vn- 
maske himſelfe to the im- 


| maginary felicity of this 
| world, itisnotneceflary to 
| gotoPhiloſophical ſchools, 


orto builde his reſolutions 
yon the opinion ofthe vul- 


|» gar but to enter into the ho- 


lyhouſe of God , andthere 
tearne vvhat the difference is 
betweene the riches,vvhich 
heſcattereth vpon this great 
multitude, and that vvhich 
D5 hee 
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he reſerueth for his licle ons, 
vvhat the vncertainty of this | ve 
* vvorldly proſperity 1s in re- | br 
1 -' fpect of the certainty of | ſ 
'f Gods promiles. Bur vvith | & 
' what in{en{ible chains doth | er 
Sathai lead men into perdi- | do 
tion? How doth he triumph | 
| ouer thoſe vvhich trifiphin | be 
W this vvorld? Hovve they that | mc 
; thinke themſclues mot ſure | lib 
are vpon the point of their | 

ruine & perpetual deſtru&tio? | Wl 

7 Ofrthe Furthermore he doth c6- | nc 
#'! raineglo-{1derhovy vaine the glory of to 
| | Frotmen ne nis.inthatſomeonedoth | ni6 
boalt of hisparticular ſtregth | tr 
wherein it is vnpoſſible tor | me 

| him ever to equal a Bul:fome | Ver 
1 other doe glorie in theit | 4%, 
| beauty, when AS 1t 15 _—_ 
: ny 


ONs, 
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: 
: 
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ſuperficial colour, whichco- 
vereth the bloud, bones, and 
braines, hiddeous thinges ro 
ſee; Jtis alſo a thing that age” * 
&many maladies haue pow- 
erto deforme . Some other 
doth glorie of his honour, 
and greatnes, when jndeede 


he is poſteſt in this ſtate with 


| moſt trouble & feare,& leſſe 
| liberty; beſides he is moſited 
| high,that he cinot fal bur 
| with breaking of his ovvne 


neck.Some other doth glory 
tobe more driik the his copa 
nids; bur if his belly be grea- 
ter 111 Capacitie then other 
mes,notwithſtiding it wikne 


ver exceed a barrel.rhts alſo _ miſe. 
ry OT 1OMme 


conditions 


avanity with a like erucrſity. 
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generall; for vanities & miſe. | tl 
ries are common. .to all men, | ar 
fince that fin hath ſubic&ted | as 
mankinde to them: But not- | bi 
withſtanding there are {ome | m 
more then other,which-ar | at 
made examples of extreame | th 
miſerie . As poore beg; | Pt 
gars, which arc conſtrained | < 
through neceſlity to Jievp6 | 
the bare pauement; as gallic | ki 
flaues;and as thole miſerable | G 
wretches which are made | {u 
mercenaries. The hundreth | de 
parte of humane kinde doth | th 
imperiouſly and-jmpiouſle | T| 
torment the reſt; andthoſe| w 
that are feeble &jmcane ſejue| of 
as prayes to the mightie. &| Al 
mogſt the Turkes & Pagas | ve 
whuch pollcllc three pans 0] 

(0 


— 
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the world, men are bought 


andſold in the fame faſhion, 
2s horſes jn a faire . For the 
buyer marketh their ſighs, * * 
maketh thE thew their teeth, 
and feeleth the finewes of 
their Armes and legs. Great 
Princes keepe Millions of 
chained {laues for to labour 
nw making of ſugar, in vvor- 
king of Mines, to ſerue m 
Gallies at ſea,& to performe 
ſuch kinde of ſervility, that 
deatly is more. tollerable to 
them then. this kinde of lite; 
There are certaine people 
vhich haue for the ſpace 
of (xe months -continn- 
al night , vvho, live in Ca- 
vernes,and in the. extremity 
oj the extreameſt degree of 

—_—_— cold- 
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| coldnes haue no. heat to cg \ 
Wt fort them but only crueltie 
"t Others thereare on the con- | rex 
'! -* zrary,who line among Sides | the 
continually ſcortched by the | na 
Sunne, a Country barrenin {et 
fruites, & fertill in Serpents, thi 
and Lyons.Our clymatinre Pf; 
ſpect of ſuch intemperature þ 
Wl is as the garden of Nature, , ty 
* whercGod hath plated molt | 
wealth and riches;but where | & 
he hath reapedleaſt fruite of ha 
*# graceful ations. And where br; 
us theſe natural bleſſings areſo {ed 
| ill husbandred,that among the 
all that aboundance theres | we 
nothing tobe ſcene but mr | ver 
| fery poverty. de: 
C | The vanity of the thonghts, | in 
deſires er indemts of OE | thi 
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OW rhat vve haue for- 


merly and ſuperticiallie 
repreſented as vvith-a Coale 
| the vanity & miſery of our 
nature, & the actions of ma, 
ſet vs novve examine his 
thoughts . Davzd in 216 94+ 
Palme ſaith, The Lord know- 
ehthe thoughts of man that 


they are vanity . For if aniC 14lc &vn - 


could but make a true colle- profirable 


- 1. thuug 
dion of his thoughts which _"_ 


haue only paſſed through his 
braine in one day: the confu- 
{kd multitude and varietic of 
them, being all very fooliſh, 
would a{toniſh him : The di- 
reſe fictions and ſtrange I- 
dea's that painters CONCeipt 
n reſpe& of theſe are no- 
| Uing.For ſome man poo 
C 


? 


hrs, 
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he hath ſerled hintelfe in his 


ſtudy , or fome place where 
he thinketh to haue his ſpirit 
buſied about the moſt fer 
ous affaires) doth.then begin 
to count the quarrees ofhis 
window, or,as the Emperor 
Domitian, to purſue littk 
fiyes both with cie & hand 


Some one againe Perce | 
ving himlelfc deſtitute ofc6- | 


'N 


pany,and being very penſe, 
doeti adviſe with himfelk 


what he would do if hewere | 
aKing:or itthathe had a mill 


on of crowns how he would 
ſpende thE:or thinking ofhis 
owne domeſtique affaires, 
doth rthreed a chaine of ted 
ous hopes,& by degrees de 
commeth very rich in his dif 
coutk 
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2inhis| courſe, atrche concluſion of 


where | which he fruſtrateth all thac 
5 ſpit imagination', and returning 
| ers to the conſideration of his * 
begin preſent poverty, he modera- 
othis tethhis paſſi6s. Yea alſo du- 
peror ringthe time of Sermons & 
lite prater (when God ſpeaketh 
hand, | mto vs,or wee to himz) our 
Xerces | minds are abſtracted, & thin- 
of c6- | kng of ſome other thing; 
2nſ1ue, | Therefore if our beſt ations 
nlelt: | areinfetted with idle cogi- 
2were | ations, how much more our 
a mill | mprofirable howers, and ill 
yould | ſpent time? 
ofhis| Theſe frivolous thoughts 
faires, | mixed with vaine deſire, and 
f red+| alike ignorance do labor the 
es be-| minde, and giueth it no re- 
1s di-] poſe: For man in his ſolitary 
:ourk thougats 
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thoughts doth ruminate the 


evils paſt; vexing himlelte 
vvith the things preſent and 


' fore-fearing ___ Come, 


yeathoſc things that ſhalne- 
ver happen : he changeth lus 
doubttull feare into certaine 
miſertes:Many being miſers 


ble out of a feare thatthey 
ſhal be miſerable:&many& | 


ing out, of a feare that they 


ſhall-die.Every day hath fuf | 


ficient affliction to torment 
vs. For who can ever beein 


caſe, if all the paſt and future 


evils doe render themlelnes | 


preſent to vs; the firſt by our 
memory; and the laſt by our 
feare? This naturall vnreſtis 
the cauſe that man loucth 
change; like vnto one thatis 


{icke, 


tethe 


nlelke 
t and 
OMe, 
al ne- 
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ſicke, who deftreth continu- 
aly to change his bed : yer 
notwithſtanding findes him- 
felte more diſtepered in the*® » 
laſtthen in the Cl ,thinking 

norepoſe to be but in weart- 
nes. For he alwaies carryeth 


bis griete with him, 8 findes 
ictle cafe in chiging of ſides: 


| yea (Idarefay) xt God had 


placed man berwixt good & 
evill to take his choice of et- 
ther, and, as it were, to cut 
what hee thought good out 
of whole cloath,his blindnes. 
ſo great, that he would ra- 


y Our ther chuſe the worſt: or if he 


y Our 
eſt is 
ucth 
1At is 


acke, 


dd make choice of the beſt, 
his perverſity is ſuch,that he 
would quickly convert 1t in- 
till, Jf God ſende ſuchno 

erictes, 


77 
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priefes, they will ſend them- 
{chies ſome . Jf their owne 
ricfes doe not trouble the, 


e *the happineſſe of others wil 


torment them : and envy 1s 
more ſtinging then afflictio. 

From it alſo doth 1t pro- 
ceed thatmen deſire alwates 
they knowe not what them- 
ſelues:rhey are greedy to de- 
fire,but weake to put in exe- 
Cutio: as 4 bird that doth co- 
vet to flic,but vieth only one 
ofher wings . Alſo men are 
diſtracted with contrary co- 
gEitations: One complaineth 
that his wife 15 dead : Ano- 
ther that ſhee will nor dic. 
One mourncth for the loſle 
of his children; another that 
hee hath ſome that bee very 
WIC- 


— er 
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wicked . One diſturbed vvith 
buſines praiſech domeſtique 
repoſe ; and that opinion of 
Saul who did rather affect to * 
live obſcurely in the .baſeſt 
poverty, then to bee exalted 
tothe higheſt dignity: ano- 
ther being excluded-fro pub- 
lique: commande doth not- 
withſtiding breake his own 
necke to attaine it Every 
thing doth ſceme to vs beau- 
tifull, but that which wee 
baue, & nothing delighterh 
ys but that which we cannor 
obtaine . Nothing docth ſo 
much reioice vs as the hurte 
of another man:Jf ſome one 
decay in fortune wee ſmile, 
bur irtgrieveth vs to ſee him 
recewue any honour. 


——— 


—_— -_—_ —_— 


| The vanity. 
Jn this vanity of Cr 


and vncertainety of deſires 
doth appeare a greatweake- 
nes of ſpirit. For our affe&ti- 
ons are fwaied more by ge- 
ſtures,and externall appea- 
rance, then by the rhingit 
ſelfe.Like vnto ſome fpecta- 
tors at a Tragedy,who not- 
withitandin os they know 
the Argametrto be fabulous 
& nothing concerning the: 
doe weepe out of compal- 
frongyhen as they will not 
ſhed a teare for their owne 
vnfcined griefes.Somethere 
be alſo thathang themſclues 
out of diſpairc , which the 


{elfeſamehoure would hane 


run away from the thruſt of 


alword , becanſe that rhis 
@-> Jaſt 
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aft kind of death commerh 


| accompanied with horror 


and feare , vvhereas the for- 


thatthe fight of itdoth no- 
thing amaze on. Opinions 
doc more gouerne vs then 
the things themſelues', ma- 
ny doe ſometimes cate meat 
which they khowe nor, and 
yet they fiude it pleaſing to 
| the taſt: but after,whE ſome 
one hath told them what it 
isztheir conceit vvill make 
themſo ſicke atheart , that 
they will vomitir vp again. 

| Some others haue more 
| feareof a mouſe,or of a he, 
| orofa Toad,thtE of a fvord: 
cenainly hich peentſh weak- 
nefle and fantaſticall m— 
OG 


meris{ 0 __ —_— X 


BY 
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doe governe our .maginatt- 
ONS. 

Truely I knovy not how, 


* butme ſtudy: todeceiue the. 


ſelues. Some one will recite 
a tale fortruerch, which hee 
knoweth to be moſt falle;; & 


that ſo often,&with ſo great | 


an aſſurance that himſelfe in 
fine doth beleeue it. A hub 
band that knovveth his vvife 
to be deformed,notvvithſti- 
ding becauſe ſhe is painted 
and diſguiſed , will beginto 


perſwade hunſelfe that ſhee | 


1s faire: and ſhee her ſelfe will 
belceucit, and thinke to bee 
reputed ſo: How many bee 
there which beleeuc in a reli 
£16 becaulc they vyil beleeue 


. It? Which conteſt againſ 


their 


11 
1h 
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their owneſenſe?Vhich fay 
among theſclues that Sure- 
ly is abſurd and not agreea- 


| blewith the Scripture; I will 


hane it thus,and will belecue 
ſo.This is to haue a conſtrai- 
ned beliete , not to haue his 


| wilſubie&ed to religion,but 


religion to his will. 

' The infirmity of mans 
indgement doth eſpecially 
ſhew itſelfe in religion. 'For 
what hee thinketh touching 
theſeruice of God doth ma- 
nifeſtly appeare by his exte- 
rior ations. In matters of 
newes wee doe ſooner be- 
leeue one that hath ſcene it, 
then the common report; 
But in matters of religion it 
is contrary;for moſtdoe fol 

E low, 
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lowe the vulgar opinion: 
which is as much as tomain- 
raine that which is moſtab- 4 

- *furd', and then to hide him ,, 
ſelfe amongſt che multitude, ,,, 

If ſome one hath adefirero (C 
put out mony,heerequireth ,, 

| for ſuch as areqborh faithfull ' þ, 
| and of ability , and will haue ,F 
good aſlurance for it: Burin dy 
matters of conſcience with- 

out farther enquiry hee re- | $4; 

ferreth himſelfc and opinton q, 

to the Curate of the ſame pet 

place wherein he lineth. Ob- | je 

ſerue many other things | þg 

which follow, that any may | Tg 

d ealily perceaue to bee moſt | ;q . 
ridiculous:as to cloath with pe 

filke and gold the images of | js 6 
men,while that a poor beg- | ing 

gar 
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gar goeth naked , which is 
the image of God:To put of 
the hat at the name of Jeſus, 
and not to remoue at the 
name of Chriſt.To wearea 
Croſſe hanging downe v 
on the belly , while that the 
bellyis a cnimy to the crofles 
of Chriſt.In going to a baw- 
dy houſe, or returning from 
ſome wicked fact,to ſay cer- 
raine Pater noſters. To kneel 
down at the box which kee- 
peth the Ho/?, vvhen it retur- 
neth empry from ſome ſicke 
body , as when it went tull. 
To adore the Hoſt paſhng by 
malitrlebox, andnotto re- 
ſpect itina mis body,which 
is come newly from recciu- 
ing it. Tomake their Crex 
E 2 COL 


their = 'Tobe inſolent & 


-debo 
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tor with vvordes,, and then 
preſctly to devour him with 


ed on day before ler, 
to be very graue & ſorrow- 
full. To employ their bleſſed 
beades for tof obtaine remil- 
fion of their ſinnes. After the 
death of any great perlonag 
to cloath withiblacke the 1- 
mage of ourLady,to the end 
that ſhe may participate of 
their griefes.T o whip them- 
{clues in'publique for to c6- 
tent God,or to releaſe a foul 


out of Purgatory.In honour 


of the Saintes to-burne can- 
dles in the midſt of day. To 
conclude, man hath forged 
many ſtrange-things in his 

braine 


e of 
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braine ,& would haue God 
toapproue them.Nay hee is 
cometo tharpaſle , thathee: 


dagh aflume to himſelfe the- 


diſtribution of offices in Pa- 


radife;making one proteor 
ofa TD nk a hea- 
lcrof fome'particular diſcaſe 
as if little ; Fas had power 
todiſpoſe of affaires belong- 
ing to theCrownof France. 
this is alſo a vanity of vanities 
and an extreame imbecillity of 
Indgement. 

Our ſelaes which haue 
the true word of God fora 
rule to frame our a&tions 
by,are not exempted;8 our 
folly and vanity doth muxe 1t 
ſelfe withthe tole verity of 

E 3 God. 
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God.For in our cimil actions 
ifwe haue need of counſalle, 


, wee preſently addrefle onr 


ſelues to ſome friends: Bufin 
matters of Gods divine ſer- 
vicewe take counſaile of our 
minde and concupilcences, 
which are our domeſticall e- 
nemies.Jf mony be due to vs 
from one,wee had rather al- 
vvaies hane the mony the his 
promiſe; in celeſtiall matters 
itis contrary. For the Hole 


Goſp*1 is anobligatio,by which | 


God hath promiſed vs {alva- 
tion, and hath ſealed it vviti 
the bloud of his Sonne; but 
we had rather keepet/1e ob- 
ligatio then recciue the pay- 
meEt,which is due at the daie 


ofdeath, nay vve do cndevor | 


0 
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to py the-date of it. 
Some doe recorde inthe 

Emperour Honor ious a great 
wy childiſh weake- 
nefle , that having a Henne 
nominated by him Rome, 
which hee did cheriſh, and fo 
infinitely affe&, that vvhen 
one came vnto him,faid that 
his Rome was loſt, he an{we- 
red very ſorrowfully , Alas ! 
ſhe vvas here but even now. 
Bvt the other replying faid, 


| And pleaſe your Highnefle 


Iſpeake not of a Hexre, but 
of your city ot Rome, which 


| hathbeene ſurpriſed and fac- 


ked by Alaric Goth. The En- 
peror hearing this was {om+ 
vvhat comforted , thinking 


| thatloſle tobe more tollera- 
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ble. Such is our {1mplicity we 
vvillnot ſuffer one to touch 
our riches, but vvee willen- 
dure any to entice vs to vite, 
to ſeduce vs into error,& to 
poylon our ſoules. Jr is a 
great folly to refuſe a medi- 
Cine becauſe the Phyſitian is 
not cloquent. VVhy doe vve 
not then make account & e- 
ſtimation of the preaching 
ofthe Goſpel,ifthe preacher 
be not eloquent, ſecing that 
the holy Goſpellis the medi- 
Cine of our {oules 2 Is it not 
then an extreame brutiſhnes 
for ſome vicious perſon to 
miſprize the Holy writ, be- 
Cauſe 1t is not adorned with 
flowers of Rhetorique?what 


is the reaſon then that the | 


word 
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worde of God doeth not 
leaſe vs,If it beenot decked 

with flowers and compoſed 

with art,fceing that itis that * 

ſacred vv ache & doarineof 

our reconciliatio with God? 

We do not receiue willingly 

thecorreCtio of our parcts, 

if it be not very mulde. This:s 

alſo a vanity, arſtaſt, and chit 

ah Humonr. Falſe 

Tonching our wdgement ludgmdts 

which we haue of others.,ci- 

ther in efteeming or cotem- 

ning them,jit 15 moſt vaine & 

ridiculouſly ignorant. For if 

there be a queſtis about bur- 

thens,vve accounthim moſt 

ſtrong vyhich can carry the 

heavieſt; on the contrarie a- 

bout quarrels-wee.eſteeme 


E 5 him. 
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him the moſt valiant which 
cibearenothingzttributing 
force and valour to weaknes 


and impatience. Jn matters 


of Orna;ment wee doe not 
iudge:ofthe goodneflc of a 
{vvorde by the beauty of a 
{cabbard : nor of the mettle 
ofa horle by rhctaireneſle of 
the Bridle and Saddle : vvhy 
do we then mcaſure our cſit- 
matio of a man, either by his 
good or bad apparel? And it 
it be neceſſary that vvefalute 
one for the ſtuffe of his cloa- 
thes which he weareth, why 
doewcenot ſalute the ſame 
Nuffe in the ſhops ? Why do 
we1ndge diſcreetly in the e- 
ſtimatio of vaine and triuiall 
things,whCasin a matter of 
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ſuch importance, as of the e- 
ftimatio of man we are moſt 
void of reaſo?So ſome do re- 
ſpect a Marchit or Rent-ga- 
therer, becauſe he ftimeth vp 
exactly his accolits,vvhen he 
liueth in ſuch faſhion that he 
cannot gue an account to 
God. Some labour to till 
their Gardens and other 
grounds,and by it win much 
praiſe”, vvhen as themſelues 
are barren and bring foorth 
no fruit of go9d workes. 
We are as much vaine & 
childiſh in our feares as in a- 
ny other thing.. For as little 
Infants doe play vvith fire,% 
burne themſehies, bur fteare 
when they ſee their father 
comming (maſked with a 
frow: 


vaine 
Ccarc,. 
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frowning countenance) to- 
vvards them : So men deſj- 
ring to dally vvith pleaſures 


' þccauſe of their luſtre, at the 


length looſe themſelues a- 
monegſt the; yetnotwithſti- 
ding they fear God their Fa- 
ther,vvhc he cometh to the 
vnder the maske of afflictios 
or death. Alſo mi doth inge- 
der in himſclte either foohkth 
or pernicious feares. Some 
one becing iealous, that his 
wife doth aitect others, ende 
voreth to efpy & earch out 
that vvhich hee feareth to 
find: & by this meanes ange- 
reth her.ſo that ſhe ſecketh 
to be reveged in ſuch nature 
whichhe formerly luſpected, 
Some other caring to liue 

 - - with- 


A——C — 


without honor, comits fach 
things thatlubiccts his body 


to ſome cruell torment, and 
| ſtaineth the memory of hinv 


with perpetual! infam Y. HOC 
other feareth the want of ri- 
ches,buthe ſhal wir it,& die 
without it. Some againe tea- 
rcth he ſhal dy before marrt- 
age; but God wil attend that 
time, and by wedlocke will 
make him twice miſerable. 

When Iconfider what 
humane wiſedome is, I finde 
itagreeable to the Induſtry 
of Moles, whizh digvadec 


gon with-much dexterity 


ut are blind when they coe 
into the Sunne.So wee haue 
much kill in earthly affaires, 
to{cll,to coucnant, andto 


ſup- 
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ſuppiant any one; But take « 
ove vi theic men which is 
TH o:tiube!! n theſe things, 
an Or ng 11m to the bright- 
nefle and light of the holy C 
Goſpell, and there hee is al. k 
rogether blind, and ofaſelfe bh 
conceit will continue {o.For Ut 
during the time that he doth , ©! 
foreſce future eveErs & altera- | at 
rions of eſtate , hee is igno- dc 
rant of his own "difiraion: ſe 
while-that he diſcourſerh on | tir 
the affaires of kingdomes bo 
heeisaflane to the Deuill. 
And notwitiſtanding: that ſel 
blind judgement of his «dares - 
conteſt againſt the ever 
ving God; the folly and | fo 
Iſhnes of the childcs of dark 
nes aganlt the dinine wilt ke 
dome 


take 
ch is 
ngs, 
ght- 
holy 
S 4l- 
{clfe 
| For 
doth 
rera- 
g110- 
10N:! 
1 on 
mes 
euill. 

that 


dares| 


1er lt 


{ fo0- 
dark: 


wile- 


gows 
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dome ofthe Father of light; 
And the diſcretion of mi a- 
gainſt the prouide::c: of the 
Almighty, For the wicked 
docouer themſcelues with {j- 
lence, craft and diſhinulatis: 
like vnto little childre,which 
thinke that they are ſuffici- 
ently hidden when their cies 
are cloſed: belceuing thatno 
body ſeeth them, when they 
ſeeno body. Butinthe mean 
time God perceines them 
both naked &vncouered,yca 
better thE they know them: 
(clues. For Godis not only al 
hand in holding and condu- 
ing the whole vniverſe, but 
alſo all ejc in ſecing & dicerſ- 
ning all things in it. The thic- 
keltbodies are to hin-tranſ- 
El par 
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parant,and darkaes it felfeis 
ro him light, & thertore the 
Prophet David doeth 1uſthie 


| reprehend that foolith wiſe- 


dome in the 94. Plalme, 
where he ſaith /724er/t ard yee 
unwiſe among the prople : and 
ye? fooles,when willyee be wiſe? 
He that planted th2 eare.(hal hz 
not heare ? Or hee that formed 
the eie, ſhall he not fee? Novve 
in this place he calleth them 
vnwiſe.not which are fooles 
and runne vp and downe the 
ſtreeres: nor thoſe priuate & 
particular men which are 
vvithont office : nor the hea- 
vy-{pirited Commons, but 
ſuch as are crafty, & manage 
affaires with dexterity, thin- 


king by their ſagacity to co- | 


ver 


fe is 
the 
{tlie 
iſe- 
me, 
1 yee 
and 
12lef 
il hs 
ned 
'VVE 
Cm 
oles 
the 
e & 
are 
1CA- | 
but 
age 
A 
c0-| 
ver | 


ver themſelues fro the vviſe- 
dome of God; or to dazell 
the Eies ofthis facred proui- 
dence.Likevnto the moiſt di-- 
gerous Agues,which are vn- 
der the appearance of cold- 
nes: fothe moſt ridiculous 
folly 1 is that which lyeth vn- 
derthe appearance of wiſe- 
dome. 

Itbehoueth alſo the faith- 
full to exerciſc his meditatis 
and to bee Spectator of the 
actions and thoughts ofme, 
and of al the y nprofital able la- 
bours of his life . For it is 1n 
humane life, as in a Faire, 
where there com:meth tvvo 
ſorts of people; one forto 
buy & ſell; the other only to 


ſce. Man that fcarcth God is 
like 
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The vanity 
like to-one of thoſe which 
come to:ſee,he is not here to 


| beldle,8& ſearch tor nothing 


but to conteplate the works 
of God & humane acGtions: 
but he may ſay (whe he hath 
feene al the delights that rhe 
curious vanity of men can 
ſhewe forth) O how many 
things arethere in this world 
which I haue nothing to do 
withall> What if during this 
conterwplationſome one do 
toflell or throng vpon him, 
orif onecut his purle,that is 
doe attli&t or depriue him of 


any thing, all that ſuch a one | 


vvill do 15,tO ZOC Out of that 
company , & knowing him- 
ſclte ro bee a ſtranger in this 
world will trauell rowardes 


his 
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his Country,where that ce- 


leſtiall habitation is , prefling 
alwaies(as the Apolte faith) 


towards th: marke for th? price phi.z x4, 


of th: high calling of Gal in 
Chriſt Teſus. It the vorld c6- 
temne him, he will cotemne 
that contempt, as knowing 
himſelfe better then the 
world , and to bee called to a 
better hope the vvilleiteeme 
the promiſes allurements of 
the vvorlde, vaine, the occu- 
pations of menbaſe and im- 
portunat. And according to- 
the rar 3 of Mary inthe 
tenth of Lxke , Hee will chuſe 
the good part which ſhal nat bee 
taken fro 4 him: Concluding 
alt his Meditations after the 


lame maner as Salomondorh 
mn 
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in the ende of Eccleſcaftes : 


The enae.of all , is the feare of 


God,and the keeping of his com- 


\ *wwandements : for in it ts copri- 


ſed the ſumme of mans being. 

Now therefore after all 
this Meditation let vs reſt 
ourſclues vpon'thele two 
Maximes:and propoſitions, 
which are the true foundati- 
on that zeale is grounded 
vpon.Thefuſt is for toloue 
God,itbchoueth to contene 
the world.rhe ſecond is,that 
for to contemne the worlde 
itis neceflary for the faith- 
full ro know his own worth, 
nobleneſſe,and excellency of 
his vocation. 

The firſt Maxime is taken 
our of St,7ohz in his firſt E- 
piltle 


ther the things that are in the 
world.If any ma loue the world, 
the lone of the Father is not 
in him. For all that is in the 
worlal as the luſt of the fleſhthe 


luſt of the eiesi, and the pride of 


the life Jes not of the Father but 
# of the world. And the worlde 
paſſeth away,and the luſt there- 
of : but hee that fulfilleth the 
will of God abideth for ener. 
Nothing doth ſo farre ſcpa- 
rate vs from the lone of God 
as our aftectio to the world, 
ſeeing tharithe holy Scrip- 


ture for to admoniſhvs doth 


call the world the kingdome of loh,16.22, 


the Divell.But as the Moone 
hath no light vnleſle fro the 


| Qunne: Yo our ſoules haue 


not 
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not any light but by the re- 
gard of our God; andbya 
conſequent neither more 


' norlefſe ; but euen as the 


Moone dothlooſe her light 
whe ſhe is hid within theſha 
dow of the carth: So alſo do 
our-ſouls looſe their bright- 
nes;for they are called in the 
holy Scripture the Infantes of 
light, when they moleſt and 
wrap themſclues within rhe 
ſhaddow, of earthly things, 
cares,and worldly concupik 
cences: which wee ought to 


ag 
tt 


ly 


tread vnder our feete accor- | M! 
ding to the example of the| th 
Church,vvhich as itis vvrit- I 
tcn inthe 12.0t the Aperuys thi 
hath under her feet the 3tnone, | tO 
that is, the mutablc inſtabili-| VV 


t 
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ty of theſe inferiour thinges. 
To this purpoſe allo Jeſus 
Chriſt vvould that The peny 
ſbould be reſtored to Ceſar be-. 
cauſe that ithad his Jmage 
onit'. Lervsthereforethen 
giue our ſ{clues to God,ſee- 
ing that wee beare his ovvne 
Image. But the Jnconveni- 
ence1s that we do often abo- 
lh the Image in rubbing it 
againſt the Earth, and boll U=- 
ting our ſoules with-world- 
ly x un and delires. 
That wee may therefore 


ccor- | Milpriſe the earth, & all thar 
{the | the word doth promiſe, it 


VVrit- 


cubs 
| toknow perfectly vvhat the 


OCR, 


abilt 


t 


requireth that wee come to 
the ſecond:point , whichis , 


vvorthand excellency of the 
«2  faith- 
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faithful is. For vvhen as men 


by an vnfriendly amity', and 
cruell welwilling do follicite 


- ſomeoneto doeill, which 


' haththe feare of God,andjto 


offende his conſcience in of- 


fending God, Jt behoueth | 


the faithful to thinke in him- 
ſelte:vvhat?I that am a childe 
of God,and am ofa celeſtial 
noblenes, that am one of the 
fir borne whoſe names are 
regiſtred in heauen, ſhall Ie. 
ſtceme the promiſes of the 


world, which when they are 


molt certaine, they are too 
baſeſor me to bv; 7 fue "ON? 
to delude the fon of a Prince 
with an apple ? To entice 
vvith filuer, the Sonne of the 


A ——  — 


King of Heauen, to offende 
| his 


21tICe 


)f the 


fende 
bis 
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his Father > And after the 


enſample of E/as to fell my 
birth-righe for a meſle of 
pottage ? Such perſuaſions 
ſhall nor by any meanes poſ- 
ſeſle me.God willnot "fie 
me with ſo great a blindnes. 
We are vaworthy to be fol- 
lowers of Chriſt , if wee doe 
not eſteeme our lelues to be 
better then the world. VVas 
itnotfor the loue of the 


*| faithfull that the world was 


framed 2 Vill not God rui- 


| nareitagaine for to reedify 
for the a fairer houſe in hea« 
'| nen,vvhere ſhall bee the tu 


nelle of glory ? For this hea- 
ven or climate is inferior to 
the worth & dignity of the 
children of God. You that 

2 = $M... 
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feare God &truſt in his Son, 
knowethar it is you thatvn« 
derprop the world.,and chat 
*nouriſh rhe: wicked in it, 
Therefore the enimics of 
God are bound in obligaris 
to you, For he doth c6lerue 
theworlde out of a reſpe&, 
vvhich he hath towards his 
choſen and ele&, vvhereof 
fome are mixed am6gſt the 
euill, and others are yet vn- 
borne, lt is vvritten, inthe 6, 
of the Apocalyps , That God 
aoth attend wntill 'our fellowe 
ſermants be accompliſhed. And | 


therefore this is one of the | 
| reaſons why -that Chriſt doth > 
{| Marg. 13 CO — [ault of t 


earth,yvhich is as much as2 
urtle part amogltmeE,which | 
Cons | - 


the | 


doth «©: 
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conſerueth the reſt, andde- 
layeth their deſtruction, For 
God conſeruceth the finfull 
becauſe of the good, to the 
end that they ſhould ſerue as 
medicines to them, and that 
the might and power of our 
aduerlaries, might ſerue to 
compell vs to the feare of 
God and to truſt in his pro- 
miſes. Such being the excel- 
ſency of Gods ele& aboue 
the reft,it bchouecth vs to re- 
pe& the pleaſures, riches,8 

catneſle of the vvorlde,as 

ings that are moſt ridicu« 
lous,and as the painted king- 


Fzþs | domes vvhich the Deu 


as2 
1Aich | 
my 


| ſhewed vnto Chriſt. Like 


thoſe vvhich-from the high» 
elt part of che Alpes doe 
F 3 look 


_ 


Y 
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looke into Campania, vvhere 


the greateſt Citties 1ceme 
; like vato little Cottages : 


how muchleſſe and baſe wil 
they ſeeme then if they were 
diſcerned from heauen ? Fro 
thence therfore it bchoueth 
that thefaithful contemplar 
humane things,and that hee 
tranſport inſtantly his heart 
to heauen,lince that there is 
his treaſure. And conf1de- 
ring from thEce the Pallaces 
of Princes, hee will eſtceme 
themas habitatians of Ants; 


& the turbulent murmuring } 


(0c 


of men as the buzzing ofan 'do\ 
angry {warme of Bees; and | car 
contemplating from thence | tin 
vvhat things are moſt greate | 011 


andapparant inthe carth,he 
will 


cre 
2me 
es: 
wil 
vere 
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1eth 
plat 
hee 
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will fay, The vanity of vant: 


tes that all is vanity. 

That Holy glory wil not 
hinder Chriſtian humility. 
For wee knowing the vvor- 
thineſle in our ſelues, doe 
finde our dignity in Ieſus 
Chriſt, If repentance doth 
humble vs, faith doth exalt 
vs:Itw2 are nothing before 
God vveec are ſomewhat in 
God,& in his fatherly affec- 
tions. And therefore in this 
the faichfullare contrary to 
vorldly men. For they do 
lift their cies to heauen by 
too much pride, butpreſlc 
downe their heart on the 
| eartit vvith avarice and inc0- 
|tinency : vvhereas the godly. 
on thecontrary hah his cies 


F'1 vpon 
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vpon the earth by humility, | 


as the Publican which durſt 
nor lift his eics to heauen, 


. but hath his heart in heauen 


by faith and hope. The con- 

tempt of this vvorlde pro- 
ceedes not out of a loue to 
himſelfe;but out of a true af- 
{ion to God. 


The wickedneſſe which 


now reigneth. 


Oreouer the contempt 
of the vvorld borne of 
the loue of God ſhal at legth 

row to-hatred of theworkd 
when that beſides the vanity 


and miſery of it,he ſhall con- 


template the miſchiefe and 
enmity againſt the Almigh- 
ty, wluch there reigneth; 
when | 


Of humane life. 


When beſides that vanity 


which ſome doe lay open to 
the view of all, he wil repre- 
fent to himſelfe the intqut- 
ties which are cloſely kepr,8& 
the trealons,adulteries,mur- 
ders which are priuatly and 
lurkingly commurted;, when 
heſhall conſider the vials of 
Gods wrath and diſpleaſure 
powred oy vpon hu» 
mane kinde.For in the conſt- 
deration of this vvorld,it be- 
hooueth vs toleaue out no 
part of it, but to obſerue all 
manner. of Nations &jpeo- 


| pleamongſtwhich thereare 


many Pagans,whichnot on- 
lyby a Conſequent, but alfa 
by expreſle profeſſion adore 


| the Deuill., The Eaſt Indies 


F 4 Ue- 
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dedicatetheir Tepiesto him, 


and honour him with all re- 


ſpect . The Welt Indies are 


. afflicted and tormented or- 


dinarily with euil Spirits. In 
moſt part of the North lur- 
king deceipts, andaſluming 
ſtrange ſhapes are verycom- 
mo amonelt the Inhabitits: 


- = . 
Sorcery is there an ordinary 


profeſſion;8&the Divel raig- 


neth without contradiction. 
Jn that Country, which did 
once flouriſh, where the A- 

oltles had planted ſo happi- 
by the Holy Goſþ:{l,, the chur: 
ches are nowe changedinto 
Moſe quzes , and Temples of 
Idolatry; In the VVelt the 
head of the viſible Church is 
become an catthly 2ſorarck: 


& 
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& banks are erected in thoſe 
laces where in time paſt 
was the houſe of God. A- 
mong[t thoſe erroneous and 
envious people are ſ{catter&d 
the /ewzs, which blaſpheme 
again{(t leſ{us Chriſt, andha- 
ving perſecuted hin 1 his 
life do iniurio! utly wcog him 
afterhisdeach. The Coun- 
ery from whence come de- 
crees and orders for Religis, 
hath-in it publique brothell 
houſes,and Sodomy is there 
an vinall cuſtome : Here itis 
alſo where doubts 1n religis 
that concerne a mans f: ith 
are decided in the mid{t of 
corruption. 
There only remaineth in 


F5 the 
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the world a handfull of peo- 
ple which ſerue Jeſus Chriſt 


in truth and verity , and they 
can ſcarce receive breath in 


"this aire which is ſo contrary 


to them, being here as fiſhes 
without water, as the re- 
mainder of great Maſlacrts, 
as pieces of boards ſcattered 
after the breaking ofa great 
veſſel: And yetneuertheleſle 
amoneſt theſe few (which 
are ſubſtracted out of the 
reſt of the world,) Corrup- 
tion doth encreaſe,as a Can- 
cre or vicer.Quarrels,vanity, 
{uperfluity in apparell, Ava- 
rice, ambition, ſumprtuoul- 
nes,which ſpendeth fooliſh- 
ly, docth infc& the one part 
of this \mal troupe.For God 

is 


4 


+ wth, hoy <2 


por, py 


4 «i tw: 5 A Wwe = 


as. mYweo 


Of humane life. 
is i] ſerned mpriuar families, 
their almes are colde; they 
ray ſeldome; & readnever: 
fi briefe a cotagion of vices, 
by converſing with our ad- 
verſaries, doeth infe& vs, 
vvhich is the firſt: ſtep to ſu- 
perſtition: For errorcreepes 
m to vs by vice,and ſpirituall 
fornication by corporall. J£ 
therforewhere God is moſt 
purely knowne,heberthere i] 
ferued : Hovy much more a- 
mogſt thereſt of the world? 
If vicesdo harborwithin the 
Sanctuary,hovv much more 
m the body of the Church, 
and habitatio of the: wicked? 
Therefore Chriſt doth right 
call Sathan the Prince of 
the world, & Peter doth iuſt- 


ly 


117 


The v anity 


ly vvrite in the 2 >.of the Ates 
Sane your ſeluzs from that per- 
verſe ge azration. For Sathan 
\lyeth in ambuſh for vs all, 
this age i5 infectious : vices 
arc like vnto gitcz ;cemprtatios 
ſtrong: our enumies mightie: 
our {clues feeble & ignorat: 
& the wvay of Saluation nar- 
row.and Full of thornes : aud 
few thzre be ({aicth Chrilt)that 
finde it.. And thoſe which 
fiade it,do not alwaics keepe 
it:but many having knowne 
the truth,do leauc it, and re- 
rurne to thei vomit. Let vs 
know th2'1 a pl ace {0 dange- 
rous,that we may paſlc Dy As 
ſtrangers,which do-not only 
paſle bur alſo run from it ly- 
ig fromthe world,to come 
varto 


Of humane life. 


vnto God. For we ſhalneuer 
haue repoſe vglefle weereſt 
our {clues vpo him. The hea- 
uen moueth alwaies, and yet 
itis the place of our reſt: on 
the contrary the Earth re- 
ſteth alwaies,and yet it is the 
place of our motion. The 
Quadrantes & Horologies 1mt- 


tate the motion of Heauen: 


but the faith of the beleeuers 


doeth imitate the reſt which 


is aboucall. 7/y//es did more 


eſteeme the ſmoake of his 


owne houſe, then the flame 
of anothers; Howe much 


more the would he eſteeme 
the flame of his owne chim- 


ney than the ſroake of ano- 
thers? Ve arc hcre {tragers, 
: this 
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this is not our houſe,our ha- 


bitation is in heauen. Let vs 
. compare the {moake of this 
{ftange houſe,and the darke- 


neſſe of the Earth with the 
beauty and ſplendor of our 
ovvnedvvelling, vvhich is in 
the kingdoe of Heaue. Here 
is the raiene of Sathangrthere 
the Tie and of God. Here 
is a valley of teares; there the 
height of mirth . Here wee 


ſovv inſorrovve; there vvee 


reape in Ioy;Here we ſee the 
light of che Sunne through 
tvvo little holes, vvhich are 
called the cies: there vvee re- 
cciue light from God on & 
very fide,as if ve vvere all 
Eycs. | 


Theres 


1 
a 
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a |} Therefore becauſe God 
1s all in all. To him be honor 
Cthis 2d glory in this vyorld, and 
arke. 1 the world to come. Amen$- 
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